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:n consequence of the inadequacy of the pay, 
ee of | Congress have resorted to shifts. 
Yes, sir, some of them, if you believe the news- 

pers, would not take $10,000 for their seats. 
They make more out of their naked seats than 
they would any other way. So it has been said; 
[ do not know how truly. Idonot undertake to 
say it is true, but that imputation has been made, 
and we all know it has been made. I say, reg- 
ylate the pay so that a reasonable man with a 
tolerable fortune can come here, and barely be 
compensated for his privations. That is what I 
ask. I do not care which mode you take, except 
that I want one to shorten the sessions. 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, it was my 
intention to let this subject pass without any 
remark; but after the manner in which it has been 
treated by the honorable Senator from Maryland, 
(Mr. Paarao}4 should seem to be wanting in 
frankness if | should not express my views. 
shall do so very briefly. 

No interest of my own is affected by it. It 
has been, from the beginning of my public life 
to this day, my settled rule, one to which I have 
always adhered, never to take an office where 
the emoluments were to be regarded as com- 
pensation for whatever of public duty I might 
perform; in other words, to accept no trust in 
which the expenditure which I should make 
would not exceed the amount that I should receive. 
So in my case the question always is, whether 
I can afford to take an office tendered to me, 
and not what I can make out of it. ‘That is the 
consideration on which I act now. I know no 
reason why this subject ought not to be con- 
sidered by every Senator for himself, and determ- 
ined upon his own convictions without argument 
on the part of others; certainly I shall address 
none to any one to persuade him to vote for this 
bill, for 1 am not going to vote for it myself. I 
shall address no arguments to any one to induce 
him to vote against it, or prejudice the public 
mind against it, if a majority shall think it is 
right and just to pe it; norshall I ever raise any 
question upon the subject. It is so delicate a 
one, that I do not feel that it would be right, 
manly, and honorable, to make difficulties out of 
it. The Senator from Maryland, and all others, 
may feel assured that I should feel as reluctant 
as they to see the public mind arrested and di- 
verted from great public issues by a question of 
this kind. I ought, however, to say, that in the 
public estimation there are two evils attending 
the labors of Congress. One is that of long 
sessions; the other is the absenteeism of mem- 
bers of Congress. This bill ought to have been 
wisely framed, I think, with reference to what 
is the true policy of the country on those two 
subjects. 

Now, in —— to long sessions of Congress, 
itmay be said this bill will have the tendency to 
shorten them. I think so, too; but I am not of 
the opinion that long sessions of Co are an 
evil. On the other hand, [ think that it is to the 
interest of a confederacy like this that represent- 
atives from all its parts should be together for 











consultation upon its affairs as a portion of 
the time as possible. In the first place, Congress 
ought to be here to watch the Executive Admin- 


istration with jealousy. eer: there are, 
amongst so many States as these, difficulties oc- 
curring such as necessarily occur in other large 
States. These differences, in all confederacies, 
must be either talked out or fought out. The 
pean system and eastern system has been to 

t out difficulties and les. Ours is to 

k them out. Congress is the field where that 

or is to be performed. I have, therefore, no 
objection to long sessions of Co - In re- 
gard to the other question, I think it would be 
wise, in regulating our compensation, to take care 
that the measure be so as to secure 
the attendance of members of Congress as effect- 
ually as possible in their places, because the 
absenteeism from either House is in itself an in- 
convenience of which the public have a right to 
complain, whenever it is annecessary. At the 
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same time, members of Congress, no more than 
other persons, can control accidents. It is very 
certain that members cannot be here all the time, 
neglecting their families in sickness or in difficulty, 
and neglecting their private affairs. I could wish, 
however, that the bill before us was better adapted 
to prevent unnecessary neglect of the duty of at- 
tendance on our debates. 

Mr. TOOMBS. | The principle of this Govern- 
ment, as established in the Constitution, is, that 
= members of the two Houses of Congress shall 
sation. Certainly, none would require, if paid at 
all, that they sould be paid less than their actual 
expenses. It is universally ceded that the pres- 
ent rate of compensation does not do this, and 


therefore it is poeree that it should be raised. || 


Three thousand dollars is the highest amount 
named. I prefer the original bill, for I think that 
would come nearer paying the reasonable expenses 
of members of Congress. 

I differ with the Senator from New York as to 
long sessions. A great many gentlemen would 
come into the public service, provided they were 
not required to stay here so long. It is not every 
gentleman who may be sent here that can afford 
to have public offices that do not pay expenses, 
like the Senator from New York. At all events 
the principle is adopted in our Constitution to 
meet that very difficulty. 

There was another difficulty. The members 
of the British Parliament get nothing, and the 
framers of the Constitution saw that two evils 
grew out of that. In the first place, it shut out 
poor men and sent in jobbers; and then, if poor 
men got there, it corrupted them. Our Constitu- 
tion went on a different principle, and that is to 
pay a fair and just compensation. 

think long sessions are very great evils, and 
I think the compensation had better be paid in 
the shape of salary than in any other way, 
because the payment of members of Congress is 
the smallest portion of our legislative expenses. 
Qur printing amounts to $2,000,000 a year. 
Various other items amount to a great deal. I 
say that the people who come here to do the 
legislative business of this limited Government 
ought to get a fair and reasonable compensation 
for their expenses, and go home as soon as pos- 
sible, and that would be for the best interests of 
the country. Therefore I shall vote for the bill. 

Mr. WILSON. I shall vote for the bill as re- 
ported by the committee, allowing $2,500 salary 
to members of Congress. I regret, however, that 
the committee have changed the mileage. The 
change does not affect me; it does not affect most 
members; but it does affect those members who 
reside ata a distance from the Capitol. As 
stated by the Senator from Vermont, there are 
many inconveniences which those members suffer, 
which we do not, who can go to our homes in 
twenty-four or forty-eight hours. I should prefer 
to leave the’ mileage as it now stands, and let 
members of Congress who reside at a distance, 
or on the Pacific coast, have the same mileage 
which they have now. Then you will not reduce 


the pay. ; 

Mr. IVERSON. I have sent up an amend- 
ment to the Chair which obviates that difficulty. 
: — ae ae did not so ae 

ut Iam ve e tion n e, 
if it does a the difficulty. The Senator 
from South Carolina has suggested that one of 
the evils of low pay is, that members of Congress 
make ‘ shifts.’ shall vote for the increase of 
pay, but I shall not vote for it with the hope of 
remedying that evil. By the increase of pay we 
shall not prevent corrupt men from being cor- 
rupt. If here be men in the Congress, in either 
House, who are corrupt, who have the reputa- 
tion of being corrupt in the public mind, in my 
j t they are men to whom this increase of 
pay is of no consequence. I do not believe this 
ill have much effect in that respect, but I believe 
it to be right that we should raise the pay of mem- 


bers of ‘ 
The Senator from Maryland has suggested that 





id, and the rule ought to be a just compen- || 
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this may be used as a I trust 
there is no man in the Senate, and no man in this 
Congress, who will resort to that small game of 
politics. [do not believe any party can make 
To at this time, when we are spending 
$75,000,000 annually to carry on this Govern- 
ment, by opposing the payment of a reasonable 
| compensation to members of Congress. If any- 
body unde s that small game, I believe 
will be frowned down by the good sense of the 
aa. I shall vote for this allowance of $2,500. 

think it a reasonable compensation. I shall 
vote very cheerfully for it, and if there is any 
personal responsibility that is to attach to any of 
us for making this change, I am willing to take 
my full share of the responsibility. 

{r. HUNTER. The bill as proposed by the 
| Committee on Finance will add to the annual 
| expense of this body for pay, taking the average 
of the two sessions, about fifty thousand dollars 
a year. The subject was one of some difficulty; 
for, whilst we felt that the members who lived at 
a great distance should be allowed, on account of 
their living at a distance, a larger compensation 
than those who are near, it was also felt that 
there ought to be some proportion, that the dis- 
parity in the present mode of compensating mem- 

ers was too large, some getting perhaps three, 
or even four times as much as others. The Com- 
mittee on Finance sought, therefore, to adopt 
some principle which would enable the more dis- 
tant members to get increased compensation, in 
| consideration of the greater distance at which the 
live, not on the idea that it costs them so muc 
| more to travel, but because the fact of their living 
at such a distance really creates inconveniences 
which entitle them to increased pay. They pro- 
posed, then, in order to meet this, that there 
should be a deduction of mileage from forty to 
| thirty cents per mile on all distances over twelve 
hundred and fifty miles. On examining the table 
which was made out in reference to the com- 
pensation of each member, it was found that it 
| seemed to operate tolerably equal. I[t raised all 
under twelve hundred and fifty miles $1,000, and 
it increased those over that, with the exception of 
my friend from California, (and that case will be 
remedied by the amendment of the Senator from 
Georgia.) Those who live at a greater distance 
are not increased so much absolutely; but still, 
on looking at the table, I think it will be found 


itical question. 








| that the relative amount which members will 

receive under the proposed scheme is something 
like what is just and equitable. It makes an 
allowance in favor of those who live at a distance 
far beyond any increase in the expense of travel, 
| but to meet a consideration, which is a fair and 
just one, that members who live so far from the 
seat of Government cannot return to their homes 
or attend to their business. I think now it will 
be found that some members receive more than 
double as much as others; but still, taken as a 
whole, if any member will examine the list, I 
think he will find, if he takes into consideration 
the question of distance, this scheme operates 
tolerably fairly. Perhaps noscheme could operate 
more 80. 

As to the other question, whether it would not 
be better to allow more, I shall not enter into it. 
It struck us as being probably the best practica- 
ble arrangement that could be made with refer- 
ence to existing affairs. It would give members 
more pay than they now receive, and under a 

stem which will operate rather more equally 
than the present compensation. That it is per- 
fect, or may not be amended, no one will say. 


In rd to the objection urged by the Senator 
from Vermont, that the per diem would operate 
better than the principle of salary, I can only say 
that, so faras I was able to consult members, 
the con opinion generally prevailed. — 
seemed to think it would be Letter to give a sal- 


ie. BELL, of Tennessee. I am inclined to sup- 
port this measure; but I would prefer very much 
if it were limited. I consider it important as an 
experiment, and I should like very much to see 
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the practical effect of it upon the legislation of 
the country, and the attendance of members in 
their seats in giving the necessary consideration 
to public measures. If the operation of this bill 
could be limited to two Congresses after the pres- 
ent one, I should be better satisfied with it. We 
should then have the benefit of experience, and 
the judgment of the public, to guide Congress at 
the close of the term of its operation in deciding 
whether it had been a beneficial measure or not. 
Unless it is limited, it is very difficult to repeal 
such an enactment as this will be; but I perceive 
that the sense of the Senate, from indications 
around me, is not favorable to any limitation, 
and I will not propose any amendment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Georgia to the amendment of the committee, to 
add to the first section: 

Provided, That no Senator, Representative, or Delegate 


shall receive less than the aggregate amount of per diem 
and mileage now allowed by law. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. PUGH. I move to strike out the third 
section. It seems to be unjustifiable. It is in 
effect that a majority may compel a minority to 
buy books. {ft provides, that whenever a reso- 
lution shall pass Congress to buy books formem- 
bers, it shall be deducted out of their pav. I 


think those who do not wishto have books should | 


not be compelled to pay for them. I do not un- 
derstand where Congress gets the right to make 
a man buy books. I move to strike out that sec- 


tion, and I wish to say a word in explanation of | 


my vote. 
I shall vote against the amendmentof the com- 


mittee, and if the amendment be adopted I shall | 


vote against the bill; for although Senators here 
generally may agree—and ] distrust not their sin- 
cerity—that this is a fair measure, objections will 


be made to it by others in the country, and there | 
will be just as much trouble from adopting the | 


amendment of the committee as any other prop- | 
I am satisfied the compensation oe 

29ers | 
of Congress in the style in which they ought to | 
live; but, if 1 am compelled to undergo abuse | 


osition, 
vided by it will not pay tne expenses of mem 


from the outsiders on account of voting for it, I 
want to vote for enough. I want to have the sat- 
isfaction of either getting full pay, or not having 
abuse. 

‘The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Secretary 
will read the eaten to be stricken out. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That if any book shall 
hereafter be distributed to members of Congress by a reso- 
Jation of either or both Houses of Congress the price given 
for the same shall be deducted from the compensation 
herein provided by law for the said member or members : 
Provided, however, That this shall not extend to documents 
ordered to be printed during the Congress for which the 
said member stall have been elected. 

Mr. HUNTER. I would suggest to the Sen- 
ator from Ohio that it only proposes to deduct 
them in the event of the books being distributed 
and actually given. If he thinks that is not 
specific enough, let him add, ‘‘ and be taken by 
members.” 

Mr, PUGH. I am opposed'to the whole affair. 
The Senator can have that amendment made, if 
he chooses. 

Mr. HUNTER. I move to amend the section 
before tlre question is taken on striking it out, by 
inserting after ‘‘ distributed to,’’ the words, ‘* and 
received by.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
now is on striking out the section as amended. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I wish to call attention 
the third section. The effect is very manifest. 
Phere are in the Senate some half a dozen new 
members, perhaps more—I do not know how 
7 They have received no books whatever. 
‘he wsual practice of Congress has been to fur- 
nish the new members with books. Some are 
very essary to them; and if this section be 
» it will only operate upon the new mem- 
rs who have into Congress. I believe in 
other House they have passed a resolution 
furnishing new members with certain books, 
There has been, no doubt, great abuse on that 
subject; but there are some books which it i 
absolutely necessary nev 
and if they be not furnished, they have to pur- 
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chase them themselves, if they can be purchased, 
but some of them are not in market, and cannot 
be purchased; nobody but the Government has 
them. Some of them relate to the history of the 
country, and the congressional debates. It is 
very difficult to get them. 
myself to eo some volumes of the Con- 
gressional Globe; and unless they are distributed 
by Congress, they cannot be obtained at all by 
the new members. The effect of this third sec- 
tion, if these books shall be hereafter distributed, 
will be to take the amount out of the pay of some 
half dozen persons. It would not affect, I sup- 
me more than that. I have not made a calcu- 
ation, but I suppose not more than ten eould be 
affected by it. 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senator may attain his 
object by adding a proviso. I was under the im- 
pression it would not extend to this session. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It says “hereafter.” 

Mr. HUNTER. You can add a proviso that 
it shall not apply to this session of Eonuiéen 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I shall certainly not make | 


any motion to furnish new members with books, 
Older members of the Senate may, if they think 
proper, offer their propositions. 
attention to the fact, that the effect of the section 
is to charge to the new members, who have come 
in the Senate, any books which they may be 
voted. 

Mr. HALE. Itdoes not apply to this session. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Yes, sir, it does. 

Mr. BROWN. 
shall not apply to members of the present Con- 
gress. 

Mr. HALE. It does not apply to the present 
session. If you look at it you find that the bill 
does not take effect until after the close of the 
present session. 

Mr. BROWN.  Butif there is any doubt about 
it, put all on an equality. 

Mr. HALE. There is no doubt; it does not 
affect the present session. 

Mr. COLLAMER. We have not passed any 
resolution at the present session giving new mem- 
bers any books. 

Mr. BROWN. We will do it. 

Mr. COLLLAMER. I do not know that. 

Mr. STUART. This difficulty can be relieved 
by an amendment to this section in this way: 

Provided, This section shall not apply to members of the 
present Congress. 

I move that amendment. 


The PRESIDENT protempore. Does the Sen- 
ator from Ohio accept the modification ? 

Mr. PUGH. If a resolution for books is 
offered, it will be easy to put this proviso in that, 
and therefore it appears to me we had better strike 
out the section. The proviso will give an oppor- 
tunity to all persons to say to members of Con- 
gress, you voted to give yourselves books. 

Mr. STUART. I have a right to move to 
amend this section before the question is taken 
on striking it out. I move, as an addition to this 
section, these words: 


Provided, This section shall not apply to members of | 


the present Congress. 


Mr. BAYARD. If that amendment be agreed 
to, I shall necessarily have to vote against the 
whole bill. I think thie abuse has grown to an 
enormous extent. Gentlemen talk about books 


I wish to call 


{ will move a proviso that it | 
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I have been unable | 


|| bill, 
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being necessary. Why, sir, they are not taken. ; 


A great change of members takes place, espe- 
cian in the other House, to the extent of nearly 
half the members every second session, and a 
great change also takes place in this body. The 
result is an expense of $1,500 for each member 
of Congress for books which are not taken. I 
have no objection to furnishing books that are 
necessary; but the original scheme was a bad one 
in itself. There was no necessity for furnishing 
members of Congress with these books. Wh 

not establish a documentary library room for eac 

House of Congress? Thatisall you want. That 
is what is capable of being done by legislation. 
That is what the members want. Place in that 
h half a dozen sets of every document 
which is printed. Provide a librarian to take 
charge of it, distinct from the law library, and 
the congressional library. That is all that would 
be advisable for purposes of legislation. But 
here your members are changing very often, and 
you provide them books that are never used. 


, ought to be a general one. 


. ugust 12 
They never become practically usefu : 
the Jhort time Chey” are in Tone ae of 
only a casual reference to them now and th » 
If you provide a documentary library, mem o. 
will have access to books for all requisite »,” 
poses of legislation. The abuse has become oe 
ing, in my judgment. fam not opposed to hioh 
compensation, but I am opposed, as I stated :), 
other day, to public plunder under any a 
whatever. I do not object to a joint resolys) : 
of the two Houses furnishing members of _ 
existing Congress—a custom which has existed 
heretofore—to the extent to which the books a 
in print, provided the custom is stopped letter 
ter. It ought to be stopped; but if this practic, 
is to g° on hereafter, under the operation of this 
will vote against the bill, though I think j; 
ought otherwise to pass. 

Mr. WADE. This subject seems to lead to ay 
endless debate; and in order to test the question 
I ae to lay the bili and amendments on th; 
table. 

Mr. HALE called for the yeas and nays; ang 
they were ordered; and being taken, resulted 
yeas 7, nays 39, as follows: _ 

YEAS—Messrs. D ; Fessenden 
ard Fontan of henteks, ond Ween D> Pugh, Sew. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Bell of New Ham 
Benjamin, Biggs, Bigler, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Butier 
Cass, Clay, Collamer, Durkee, Fish, Foot, Foster, Geye, 
Hale, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, James, Jones of [ow,’ 
Mallory, Mason, Pearce, Pratt, Reid, Sebastian, Slideit, 


Stuart, Thomson of New Jersey, Toomba, Trambulj 
Weller, Wilson, Wright, and Yulee—39. , 


So the motion was not agreed to. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Michi. 
gan to the third section. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
now is onthe motion of the Senator from Ohio to 
strike out the third ‘Section as amended. 

Mr. PUGH. As the Senate has adopted the 
other amendment, I have no idea that my motion 
will prevail, although I should prefer it. I with. 
draw the motion. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
now is on the amendment of the Senator from 
Vermont, [Mr. Co__amer,] to strike out all of 
the amendment recommended by the Committee 
on Finance after the word “ that,’’ and insert; 

After the present session of Congress the members of 
the Senate and House of Representatives shall receive, for 
their attendance at the sessions of Congress, twenty-five per 
centum in addition to what they by law are entitled to 
receive for attendance, 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I have some amendments 
to offer to the bill of the committee, but I presume 
they can be offered if this amendment should be 
adopted. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill can 
be perfected before the question is taken on the 
substitute. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I have several amend- 
ments to offer. I move to strike out of the bill 
everything which changes the present system for 
the payment of mileage. I know no reason for 
any change in that. No satisfactory reason, t 
appears to me, has been suggested; and the 
amount of the bill is merely this: to increase the 
pay and mileage of members who live near the 
seat of Government, and leave those who live at 
a distance unaffected. If there is to be any sys 
tem adopted on this subject, it seems to melt 
The increase-of the 
pay of members of Congress, for attendance, 

rings the comparative remuneration of the mem- 
bers from different sections of the Confederacy 
nearer to an equality; but the proposition to 
increase the pay for attendance, and diminish the 
pay for mileage, in point of fact is equivalent to 

ing a law to incredse the pay of those who 
ive close by, and diminish the pay of those who 
live at a distance from, the seat of Government. 
From the time this system of mi has been 
established, it has ever been considered as 40 
indemnity—and, under all the circumstances, ® 
totally inadequate one—for the privationsim 
on those who live ata distance from the seat of 
Government. I see no reason for changing ". 


hire, 


It seems to me entirely invidious, I hope thet 
he taidenge'et so teatinon isan that we 


ae the proposition to increase the 
PeMr, BAYARD. | differ from the honoratle 
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Senator from Louisiana on this question of mile- 
age; although I admit, unhesitatingly, that mem- 
pers attending Congress from a distance ought 
to receive @ greater amount than those who are 
nearer at hand: there is at present too great a dis- 

roportion in the amounts. I admit there is a 
Fisconnection from a man’s home, especially 
when the sessions are long, not equally injurious 
to him who is near, as to him who is remote. 
But the original system of mileage was framed 
when this Union did not extend more than two 
thousand five hundred miles, and the same sys- 
tem has been suffered to stand when its extent 
has gone much further. If 1 had known this bill 
was to come up to-day, I would have offered an 
amendment which I think would be satisfactory 
on the subject of mileage. Ata former session 
| made a calculation to show what effect the 
change, Which [ then proposed, would make. It 
was to allow forty cents a mile for the first one 
thousand miles; thirty-five cents for all exceeding 
one thousand, and not more than two thousand 
miles. trirty cents for exceeding two thousand, 
and twenty-five cents for distances exceeding 
three thousand miles. I found that rate of mile- 
age, with the salary now proposed, $2,500, 
would diminish the pay of no member, except 
those from California; that it would increase the 

ay of every member, with some little variation 
in the rate of increase, living within five thousand 
miles, and then it would have a contrary effect. 
] think that is the operation of the present bill. 
It is true there may be, in the present bill, some 
difficulty in construction. Ido not know exactl 
how to read that part of it which says that ** om 
Senator and Representative shall be allowed, at 
an annual session of Congress, eight dollars for 
every twenty miles of the estimated distance by 
the most usual route from his place of residence 
tothe seat of Congress, at the commencement 
and end of every such session, when such esti- 
mated distance does not exceed one thousand two 
hundred and fifty miles; and were it exceeds one 
thousand two hundred and fifty miles, he shall be 
allowed six dollars for every twenty miles.’’ 

I do not know what the offect of that will be on 
distant members, unless the construction be that 
he is entitled to his present mileage for one thou- 
sand two hundred and fifty miles, and six dollars 
for every twenty miles exceeding one thousand 
two hundred and fifty. That construction may be 
given to it, and I am willing to read it so that it 
shall be given; and then | am very sure it will 
not even diminish the pay of the members from 
California. 

Nowy what is the state of pay arising out of a 
system of mileage cheuel orty years ago? 

hy, sir, the members from California receive 
$7,000 year, and the Senators from Maryland 
and myself, who reside nearer, receive only $1,500 
a year. The inequality is great. There is a 
measure in all things. lL oenaie unhesitatingly 
that gentlemen who reside at a distance ought to 
receive more than those who reside nearer. I do 
not desire to reduce them to any extent, but I 
think the ratio ought to be changed in reference 
to the system of mileage, so as to increase the 
pay of those who reside nearer more than of 
those who live remote. If this bill receives the 
construction, which I think it may receive, of 
allowing eight dollars for every twenty miles 
under one thousand two hundred and fifty miles, 
and six dollars for twenty miles over that, [ am 
satisfied it will not reduce the pay of a single 
member of Congress. As to its effect on those 
whose pay it increases, I will state my own case, 
a8 I am one of those who live near. It will make 
my pay $2,600 a year, and leave that of the 
Senators from California $7,000 a year. I think 
the difference between the two is very great; but 
as it stands now, no man can come here without 
a ate Sacrifice in a pecuniary point of view. 
If he has a fortune, of course that will enablé him 
to come; but if he resides at a distance, and is 
enabled to get mileage and pay to the amount of 
$7,000, it may be different. I think the bill is, 
on the whole, wisely framed, and I am_ not dis- 
posed tO interfere with it; but I do not think the 
present systerg of mileage ought to stand with 
the increased compensation, because then the 
effect will be to make the pay of members of 
qotereas as distant as California $8,000 a year, 

ver. 
Mr. BUTLER. I will make one remark, and 





| but one, to my friend from Delaware, who is | 














| generally very exact in his knowiedge of things 
| and correct in his conclusions. I would rather 
| take $2,600 living in Delaware, where I could 
| hear from my family every day, with little haz- 
ard of life in going there, than I would live in 
California, and go across the ocean, with all the 
| risks and all the privations incident to such a 
| separation. I say it without the least hesitation. 
r. WELLER. I have been somewhat sur- 
prised that the Senator from Delaware should 
'make complaint of the compensation allowed 
| under the present law to Senators and Represent- 
atives of California. The Senator seems to for- 
get that we are compelled to travel some twenty- 
five days on the ocean, with all the dangers and 
hazards incident to the ocean. He forgets that 
whilst we are here we can have no connection, 
no correspondence short of a month, with our 
families. If a man has a family, as is the case 
with myself, I am either compelled to be separated 
from that family,*or bring them with me, and 
subject them not only to the hazards of the ocean, 
| buta passage through a mostinhospitable climate. 
| Now, here stands the Senator from Delaware. 
| He can go home in six hours. He attends to 
his professional business, and attends to the 
| courts regularly. 
| Mr. BAYARD. No, sir. 
| Mr. WELLER. He does not allow his pub- 
| lic business to interfere. 
Mr. BAYARD. I beg pardon. The state- 
| ment of the Senator is incorrect. It does inter- 
fere, and 1 do not and cannot attend to practice 
|in the courts regularly. I can safely say that 
tlie amount I have sacrificed in my profession, is 
much more than my pay, since I have been here. 


Mr. WELLER. I only inferred that from | 


| the fact that the Senator is very often absent. 

| Mr. BAYARD. I say my sacrifice is decid- 
| edly more than my pay, and I do not think any 
| man can come here without it. 


| Mr. WELLER. I am coming to the conclu- | 


sion of the Senator from Delaware, that this bill 
is for the benefit particularly of those who live in 


tor on this floor but myself, except the Senator 


| days. It takes the Senator from Texas twelve 


all his private business. 


nia as much as I could make here by a whole 
year’s public service; so that I think the Senator 
from Delaware selected a very bad point to make 
| complaint about. He can go to his home if he 


and can hear from his family every day. They 
are not subjected to the dangers of a sea voyage. 


| tropics. 


he complains. I thank my friend from South 


| he is sincere init. lamsure, if 1 had the choice, 
I would prefer taking the position of the Senator 
from South Carolina, and sending him out to 
California, so far as the country is concerned; 
but ofcourse I prefer California, because it is a 

| much superior place to live in to South Carolina. 
| Mr. MASON. I would submit to the Senate 
| that this isa very disagreeable, though necessary 
duty in which we are engaged; and being disa- 
greeable and being necessary, let us vote our 
opinions without any debate. [Agreed, agreed.] 
Mr. BAYARD. I will not let any Senator 
misrepresent me on this floor, though uninten- 
tionally, which I have no doubt the Senator from 
California did. I made no complaint of the Sen- 
ator from California. I meant nothing personal 


rsonal tome. I cannot understand the reason 
orthat. So far from being personal, I stated that, 
by the clause which I offered at a previous ses- 
sion of Congress, (and I submitted it to the then 
colleague of the Senator from California, and he 
approved of it,) a difference of about $300 or 
was made.in the pay of the Senators from 
ifornia, and those were the only members it 
ireduced. I thought, as I stated before, and I 


the vicinity of the Capitol. There is not a Sena- | 
from Texas, who cannot reach his home in five | 


daysto get tohishome. It takesme from twenty- | 
five to thirty davs; so that, as I said before, a | 
Senator coming from that distant coast is com- | 
pelled to surrender, not only his profession, but | 
f money had been | 
my object, I could make in five days, in Califor- | 


chooses on Friday afternoon, and be back again | 
on Monday, and resume his seat in the Senate, | 


They are not compelled to pass through the | 
If there be anything the matter with | 
| them he can hear every day by telegraph. Yet | 


Carolina for what he said, and I have no doubt | 


to anybody, but he chooses to make his remarks | 
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think still, that the ratio of mileage, which was 
fixed at atime when this Union extended only 

| twenty-five hundred or three theusand miles at 
| most, is now too unequal when the Union has 
| extended much further. 

Gentlemen may have their own individual 
| tastes; | am not speaking of whether they would 

rather travel twenty-five days on the ocean, and 

receive $7,000 a year, or not. I admit it breaks 
| up & man’s business. I think he ought to be paid, 
| and I think $7,000 a year is a fair compensation, 
come from what quarter he may. I suppose the 
expense of going and returning does not exceed 
$1,000. I do not speak of it in reference to the 
Senators from California, or from any other par- 
ticular portion of the country; but | think their 
compensation is sufficient. Under the amend- 
ment now proposed, you will increase the pay of 
the Senators from California to over eight thou- 
sand dollars a year. I think that is going too far. 
That is all I said, and all I meant to say. I am 
satisfied to let it stand as itis; and I think this 
bill will let it stand nearly as it is, with the 
construction which I said | was willing to give 
it, and if the words do not bear it, let them be 
made more clear. That construction is, that for 
| a distance of over twelve hundred and fifty miles 
they should receive six dollars for every twenty 
miles of travel, and for twelve hundred and fifty 
miles eight dollars. I am perfectly satisfied that 
would effect no variation of the slightest moment 
in their pay. 

I do not know why the Senator from California 
should suppose I had any personal reference to 
members from that State. Not at all. I was 
looking to the whole thing as a general system. 
I think ‘still the disproportion, arising from the 
fact that the Union has been extended so much 
|| beyond what it was at the time when the ratio 
was originally fixed, has become too great. If 
admitted, in the beginning, that there ought to be 
a disproportion—a very considerable disproper- 
tion; but there is a limit to all things, and thatis 
the reason why I think the committee adopted 
this rule, and I think they have adopted a reason- 
able one 

Mr. BENJAMIN. In my judgment, any pro- 
vision regulating the compensation of members 
of Congress which touches the mileage will 
defeat the bill. Iam just as confident of it as I 
am that | am now addressing the Senate. It never 
can pass, and it never ought to pass. The prin- 
ciple upon which that mileage has been allowed 
is one too just and too equitable to admit of dis- 
turbance when properly presented to the vote of 
Congress. To my individual case, it is a matter 
of very little importance; but I speak of it, know- 
ing the feelings on that subject, and knowing the 
existing inconvenience and losses to which gen- 
tlemen living at a distance are subjected. Here 
is my friend from Delaware. It is always, of 
course, invidious to refer to particular exampies; 
but my friend is within cna of his courts. He 
can attend all the courts. He can attend to his 
private business; and when his supreme court is 
in session, he can go home and preserve his 
clients, and continue in the practice of the pro- 
fession, with some limitation—something less 
than before; but still he preserves and controls 
his private business, whilst other gentlemen are 
kept far away from their familiés for periods of 
seven, eight, and nine months. 

Now, when gentlemen who live near the seat 
of Government think the remuneration allowed 
to them is insufficient for their support, to which 
lL agree, and desire to raise it, they are not satis- 
fied with raising it without at the same time 
endeavoring to diminish the mileage allowed by 

law to gentlemen at a distance. There is no 
|| necessary connection between the two prases- 
|| tions; they are entirely independent. If gentle- 
|} men who five near the seat of Government think 
|| the pay of members ought to be increased, as | 
think it ought to be, let it be increased; but where 
is the connection between the increase of the pay 
for attendance and the diminution of the mileage 
of members? How these two propositions 








| pend on each other I cannot conceive, I know 
|| no reason why this is brought into the bill at all. 
It does not appear to me to be connected with the 
other subject. The bill, as it stands, gives less 
mileage to a man who lives sixteen hundred miles 
from the seat of Government than to one who 
|| lives twelve hundred and fifty miles. 
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The PRESIDENT pro 
is on the amendment of the 
iana to strike out the words: 

And each Senator, Representative, and Delegate shall 
also be allowed at each annual session of Congress, eight 
dollars for every twenty miles of the estimated distance by 
the most usual route from his residence to the seat of Con- 
gress, at the commencement and end of every such session, 
when such estimated distance does not exceed twelve hun- 
dred and fifty miles, and where it exceeds twelve hundred 
and fifty miles he shall be allowed six dollars for every | 
twenty miles: Provided, No Senator, Representative, or | 
Delegate shall receive less than the aggregate amount of | 
the per diem and mileage now allowed by law. 

Mr. BAYARD. 1 should have preferred to 
have the clause read in this way: ‘‘and for a dis- | 
tance which exceeds twelve hundred and fifty | 
miles, six dollars.’’? Iam satisfied that will reduce | 
nobody. My object is not to reduce at all. | 

Mr. PRATT. The mileage of eight dollars | 
for twenty miles, as I have always understood, 
was originally fixed, not only in reference to those | 
elements which have eae, been referred to, but 
in reference to another which has always governed 


ore. The question 
nator from Louis- 


the vote of the representatives of Maryland in || 
both branches of the National Legislature in re- || 


gard to all attempts to alter the mileage; and that 
is this: it was supposed that the more distant 


members were interested in having the seat of || 


Government fixed and established, and they would 
be those most opposed to changing it. It was | 
supposed, for example, that a man coming from 


California, and receiving hiseight dollars for every | 


twenty miles, would at any rate not be desirous of 
having the Capitol removed nearer to himself for | 
any interested purposes. That is the motive which 
has heretofore governed the people of Maryland 
and Virginia against voting for any interference 
with mileage, and I hope my friends from Virginia 
will vote with us of Maryland for the proposition | 
of my friend from Louisiana. 

The amendment was agreed to; there being on | 
a division—ayes 22, noes 15. 

‘The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
is on the proposition ot the Senator from 
to strike out all after the word ‘‘ that ”’ in the | 


amendment of the committee as amended, and || 


insert: 


After the present session of Congress the members of the 
Benate and House of Representatives shall receive for their 
attendance at the sessions of Congress, twenty-five per | 
centum in addition to what they are by law now entitled to 
receive for attendance. 


Mr. GEYER. Will it be in order to move to | 
amend the amendment of the Senator from Ver- | 
mont? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 

Mr. GEYER. I move to strike out * twenty- | 
five’’ and insert “‘ fifty’’ percent. I propose the | 
sum of twelve dollars per day, which will be the 
compensation allowed if my amendment shall 
prevail, which will approach very nearly the 
average amount to be paid annually by a salary 
of $2,500 a year. The average compensation of 
members attending the two sessions will be about | 
mr or $2,300 for each, at twelve dollars per 
day. I prefer that mode of compensation to a 
salary. It will be found, when it comes to be re- | 
duced to practice, attended with a great many | 
otherinconveniences. Among others, [ will name | 
that of contested seats. You propose to give a | 
salary of $2,500 to every member, and pay it | 
monthly—that is, it is to commence on the 4th of | 
March, and he is entitled to draw by the month, | 
I suppose, orat least, at the commencement of the | 
session, he may draw the entire compensation for | 
the eight intervening months. I will suppose the | 
case of a contested election. A member comes | 
and serves but one, or two, or three, or four, or | 
fivedays. Heistoreceive his compensation, when 
he is not entitled to a seat, asa necessary conse- 
o- of the law; and the member who obtains | 
the seat by a vote of the Senate or House, in the | 
case of a contested election, can be compensated | 
in no way whatever, because this will not provide 
a compensation for him. 

This annual compensation is supposed to be a 
remedy to provide against what are called long 
sessions. ow, sir, as was said by the honor- 
able Senator from Vermont, if there is a member 
of the Senate or House of Representatives who 
will stay here one day longer for eight dollars a 
day, if _ give him a salary of $2,500, the same 
man will stay at home all the time and attend to 
his own business. I must say, that the result of 
my observation has been that there is absentceism 


f 


| 
. | 
Yes, sir. 


| 
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enough under the present system, It would be 
a salutary provision in the law, when we shall 
appoint a compensation per diem, to require the 
members to make out their own accounts, and 
make their own charges as a point of honor, to 
draw their per diem when they shall be in attend- 


| ance, and not leave it to the Clerk to make out 
|| the accounts. 


| will be no remedy for the existing mischiefs. I 


I think an annual compensation 


refer, therefore, a per diem compensation, and 

here moved an addition of fifty per cent. to the 

peeeeennenn! of compensation received by mem- 
vers, because it will equal very nearly the amount 

Pe to be given as the average annual sum 
y the committee. 

There is another thing that is not provided for 
in this bill. You have mileage for the regular ses- 
sions, and none for an extra session. 

Mr.BUTLER. My bill provided for an extra 
session. 

Mr.GEYER. The bill of the honorable Sen- 
ator from South Carolina prqvided for an extra 
session. I do not know whether the provision 
that has been stricken out would allow mileage 
for the extra session; but if you pay members by 
the year, and the public exigencies should require 
an extra session, there would be no sort of induce- 
ment to attend it. Those, if there be any such, 
who are disposed to prolong the session for eight 
dollars a day, would stay away from the extra 
session when they were to get no compensation. 
I think we had better adhere to the system to 
which we are accustomed, until we shall provide 


in the details of a bill all the provisions necessary | 


on a subject of so much importance. 


Mr. PRATT. 


Representatives who come within the a! 
he has mentioned, we should legislate very much 
better without their presence at all? 


would be to produce the result that those who 
have no sense of public duty operating on them 
would stay away altogether, I think we should 
be much better off. 


Mr. GEYER. The honorable Senator will | 
| not understand me as eopponns that Senators | 
ney would be receiv- | 


would stay away because t 
ing compensation whether they attended here or 
not; but [ am answering an objection on the 
It is urged now, as a reason for the 
change, that there are members who prolong the 
session because of the eight dollarsaday. I say, 


if there be any such in either House of Congress, | 
| you will introduce a 


perme evil by affording 
them an apology to themselves for remainin 
away altogether, The Senator from Sersledd 
says there is no injury from absenteeism, because 
we are better without them than withthem. Sir, 
several times during the present session, when 
absenteeism has prevailed to a very considerable 
extent/#the business of the Senate has been 
arrested for the want of a quorum; and it hap- 
pens very frequently that, in the midst of the 
day, in the transaction of business here, we are 
without a quorum, 

Mr. HUNTER. I wish to say to the Senator 
from Missouri, in regard to extra sessions, that 
there is a law now in existence which prevents 
mileage for extra sessions convened on the 4th 
of March. 

Mr. BUTLER. But there may be an extra 
session besides that. I preferred the bill which I 
originally introduced, for it contained this clause. 
In the event of war, or the probability of it, we 
may be called together in extra session. There 
is no provision made for it in the proposition of 
pe committee. I made this provision in my 

ill: 

And for every extra session his compensation shail be the 
same as provided by law. 

There may be extra sessions besides those called 
on the 4th of March. 

Mr. HUNTER. For those extra sessions 
mileage is allowed under the existing law. 

Mr. BUTLER. Not by your Bill, for it is 
taken away. 

Mr. HUNTER. This bill only repeals so much 
of the law as is inconsistent with it; butif thatis 
to be put in I have no objection. 

The amendment of Mr. Geyer to the amend- 
ment of Mr. Cotnamer was rejected; and the 
original amendment of Mr. CoLLamMER was 
rejected. 


ESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Does not my friend from Mis- 
| souri see that, if there be a class of Senators or 


If the effect | 
of compensating members by paying salaries | 











August 13, 
Mr. BUTLER. I move the followi 
ment at the end of the first shen _— 


And for every extra session his compensation 
same as now provided by law. shall be the 


Mr. HUNTER. It is obvious that, if you take 
the scheme of a salary reo cannot adopt the preg. 
ent compensation which is one mixed of per diem 
and mileage. What the Senator wants, I appre- 
hend, is to allow the same mileage at an extra 
session. 

Mr. BUTLER. I willexplain. The amend. 
ment is nothing more nor less than this: that if the 
President should call us, by his proclamation jn 
extra session, we should get the mileage and per 
diem we get now. 

Mr. HUNTER. Besides the $2,500? 

Mr. BUTLER. No, sir. 

Mr. HUNTER. But this provides for ¢2,509 
beginning on the 4th of March, and, therefore, 
there ought to be no allowance for per diem’ 
There may be an allowance for mileage at extra 
sessions other than those called on the 4th of 
March. We have a law for those now existing, 

Mr. BUTLER. Well, I will modify it that the 
mileage shall be the same for extra sessions as 
now allowed by law. I offer this amendment: 

And for every extra session his mileage shall be the 
same as now provided by law. 

Mr. HALE. By the existing law, mileage ig 
paid now forevery extra session, except one called 
on the 4th of March, immediately after the regular 
adjournment of Congress, so that the law in fact 
is just as the Senator wants it. 

fr. BUTLER. Suppose we are called in ex. 
tra session, in contemplation of war, or anything 
of that kind? 

Mr. HALE. The existing law provides for 
the payment of it then. 

Mr. BUTLER. This bill repeals that law, 

Mr. PRATT. The last section of this bill re- 
peals all other laws. ‘ 

Mr. HALE. Inconsistent with this. 

Mr. PRATT. But itis inconsistent. 

Mr. BROWN. It will do no harm. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I have an amendment 
which is necessary, by having the last clause of 
the first section stricken out, The bill now re- 
peals all mileage, I think. In the fourth line, at 
the top of page two, after the words ‘* shall be,” 


| 1 propose to insert: ‘in addition to the mileage 


now allowed by law.”’ 

Mr. HUNTER. That is unnecessary, in con- 
sequence of an amendment already made. 

r. BENJAMIN. The section will thenread : 

That the compensation of each member, &c., shall be, 
in addition to the mileage now allowed by law, $2,500, &c. 

Mr. HUNTER. In regard to mileage, there 
is this law in existence, which it seems to me 
makes unnecessary the amendment offered by the 
Senator from South Carolina: 

«That the act entitled ‘ An act to amend an act entitled 
‘* An act allowing compensation to members of the Senate 
and members ot the House of Representatives of the 
United States, and to the Delegates of Territories, and re- 
pealing all other laws on that subject,”’? shall apply to Sen- 
ators and members of the House of Representatives and 
Delegates from the Territories at all extra sessions of 
Congress or the Senate convened within ten days after the 
adjournment of a regular session.’? 

This act gives mileage to all sessions convened 
more than ten days after the adjournment. The 
act passed at the preceding session, I think, pro- 
hibits mileage where an extra session is convened 
on the 4th of March; so that the existing law 
seems to me to effect the purpose of the Senator 
from South Carolina. ; 

Mr. BUTLER. The Senator from Virginia is 
in error; because that existing law would give 
both per diem and mileage. This bill abolishes 
the per diem and substitutes $2,500 salary. It 
makes a clean business of the whole thing—pay 
and mileage both for regular and extra sessions. 

The amendment of the Committee on Finance, 
as amended, was agreed to; the bill was reported 
to the Senate as amended; and the amendments 
made as in Committee of the Whole were con- 
curred in. The bill was ordered to be engros 
for athird reading; and it was read the third time. 

Mr. GEYER and Mr. HARLAN called for 
the yeas and nays on its passage; and they were 
ordered. 

Mr. BAYARD. I shall, with great reluctance, 
be compelled to vote against this bill; and Ido so 
in consequence of the amendment offered by the 
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Senator t from Louisiana. I have endeavored to 
‘ve some attention to the question of the differ- 
cyce between the pay of members of different | 
sections. 1 do not wish to reduce the pay of any | 
member of Congress; but as I stated before, the 
resent system of mileage was adopted when your 
country did not extend beyond three thousand 
miles at the most. The ratio of difference was 
not then too great. Since the country has become 
extended it has made the difference too great in 
roportion to the time occupied in transit from 
one place to another, in my judgment, and of 
course every man must go on his own judgment; 
and therefore, as that principle is adopted I must 
necessarily vote against the ill, and only for that 
reason. ’ : 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 35, nays 11; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bell of New Hampshire, Bell 
ef Tennessee, Benjamin, Biggs, Bigler, Bright, Brodhead, 
Brown, Butler, Clay, Dodge, Durkee, Fish, Foster, Hale, 
Houston, Hunter, Iverson, James, Jones of Iowa, Mallory, 
Mason, Pearce, Pratt, Reid, Sebastian, Slidell, Stuart, 
Thomson of New Jersey, Trumbull, Weller, Wilson, 
Wright, and Yulee—35. | 

NAYS — Messrs. Bayard, Cass, Collamer, Fessenden, 
Foot, Geyer, Harlan, Pugh, Seward, Thompson of Ken- 
tucky, and Wade—1i. 

So the bill was passed. 

MRS. MARY GAY. 


On motion of Mr. STUART, the bill (S. No. 
450) for the relief of Mrs. Mary Gay, was read 
the second time, and considered as in Committee 
of the Whole. 

It provides for the payment to Mrs. Mary 
Gay, widow of the late William Gay, Indian 
agent for the Shawnees in Kansas Territory, who 
was killed while in the discharge of his official 
duties, the sum of $2,000 as indemnity to cover 
his salary, the amount of money of which he 
was robbed, and the expenses of the widow and 
family in returning to their home in the State of 
Michigan. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I desire to know whether 
that bill was reported from any committee? 

Mr. STUART. Yes, sir; from the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Let the report be read. 

Mr. STUART. I do not know that that there 
is any written report; but I can state the facts in 
amoment. Mr. Gay was the agent of the Shaw- 
nee and Wyandot Indians. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Was he not a new appoint- 
ment? 
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Mr. STUART. Yes, sir, he was appointed 
this session. He was killed in the discharge of 
his duties. 

Mr. COLLAMER. How killed? 

Mr. STUART. He was met on the highway 
and shot by three or four individuals, and conse~- 

uently his wife was compelled to return io the 
tate of Michigan. He was robbed also. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Was he shot because he 
and others had a fight? 

Mr. STUART. I do not understand it to be 


80. 

a COLLAMER. Was it a political quar- 
rel? 

Mr.STUART. The papers state the facts. 
His son, who was present, makes an affidavit 
which is among the papers. He says these men 
asked him some questions, and shot him three or 
four times. 

Mr. COLLAMER. What questions? 

Mr. STUART. That he does not tell, and of 
course I cannot state. 

The bill was reported to the Sefate without 
amendment. 

Mr. COLLAMER. There is no question that 
this man was killed or shot in Kansas. He was 
appointed by the President this vear, and went 
outand was shot by the people who were marau- 
ding about Kansas. They questioned and drove 
him up to tell who he was. He told them who 

 was,and where he came from. They wanted 
to know to what party he belonged. He told 
them he was a Democrat. That was not sufii- 
cient for them; they pushed him further, and 
desired to know what he eage on the subject 
of whether Kansas ought to be a free or slave 
State. He said, if left to himself he supposed it 
ought to be a free State; and thereupon they shot 
him. Thatis all there is about this case. 

Now, Mr. President, 1 wish some provision 
made for the people who have been murdered in 
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| Kansas in seenoreat of their political charac- | 
| ter on one side or t ; 

| a weneral a oe a = ee a - || Porter, Purviance, Richardson, Robbins, Rust, Sabin, Sage, 
}@¢é prev’ . ny Mr. Gay's amuy || Sandidge, Seward, Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, 
| should be provided for more than other people ’s’|| Spinner, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, Tappan, Thoringwon, 
| families, Ido not know. Why should not the | ees a. btn ree vans ne Wal- 
| co : ‘ sib \| bridge, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Eviihu B. Washburne 
committee report & se neral bill? I do not care || Israel Washburn, Watkins, Watson, Wells, Whitney, Wit: 
| whether they be killed on one side or the other, || tiams, Wood, Woodruff, Woodworth, Daniel B. Weight, 
for the point I am on now || John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—106. 

Mr. BUTLER. Ido not want to kill either NAYS — Messrs. Albright, Ball, Henry Bennett, Bliss, 


Mott, Murray, Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, 
Orr, Parker, Pearce, Peck, Pelton, Perry, Phelps, Pike, 




















HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


side. joe eee Brenton, Burnett, Cadwalader, 
: ohn P. Ca olf > D 2 
Mr. COLLAMER. Nor Teither. The mere Cumback, Davideon, Day, Dean, Emile, Etheridye:’ Thomas 
fact that a man has been killed, in my estimation || J. D. Fuller, Galloway, Giddings, Goode, Harlan, Thomas 
constitutes no reason for providing for his family. | — Coenen, Esnowey,, Bataan, ef 
| Gentlemen ony. he is - public officer. Well, rs | Queen, Millson, heten, Peoningaze, Powell, Pringle, Pur- 
| there is no reason why, if a public officer be || year, Quitman, Ready, Ricaud, Ritchie, Rivers, Ruffin, 
| murdered, his family should be provided for more Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, William Smith Sneed, 
| than other people’s on that account. If it was | wee pe Rie Trippe, Wade, Waldron, Warner, 
jin the discharge of his duty, and there was a | ee eee ae, 
| military character devolved in him, there would | So the bill was passed. 
| be some propriety in it; but the fact thata man || Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee, moved to recon- 
| is in office, and while in office is shot by men who || sider the vote by which the bill was passed, and 
| do not like his political character, does not con- || also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on 
| stitute any reason why his family should be pro- || the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 
| vided for, no matter on what side he is. I can- MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 
| not see that there is any principle which has been | X : , : 
| stated which will justify provisions for that | A message was received from the Senate, by 
| family more than other poor families, the heads Mr. Dicxuys, its Secretary, notifying the House 
| of which have been murdered in Kansas. that the Senate had passed a bill (H. R. No. 205) 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a || for the relief of West Drinkwater and others. — 
| third reading; was read the third time, and passed. |! Mr. ORR called for the regular order of busi- 
ness. 
CALIFORNIA LAND DISTRICTS. || The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
Mr. WELLER. I intended to move to take |} ness is the call of committees for reports. 
| up the fortification bill this evening. I am very Mr. ORR. Is not the bill reported yesterday 
| anxious to have it disposed of. || from the Committee on Public Lands the first 
+} Several Senators. Take it up to-morrow. business in order? 
| “Mr. WELLER. But I have a bill which has || The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
| been lying on the table for some time, that was || ness is the calling of committees for reports. 
| recommended by the Commissioner of the General | NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
| Land Office. ‘The Legislature of the State of Cali- | - ; 
‘fornia have passed resolutions instructing me in || , Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I ask the unan- 
favor of it. The Commissioner of the General || imous consent of the House to report from the 
| Land Office was not willing to recommend land || Committee of Ways and Means House bill No. 
offices until surveys there, when completed, '| 189—the naval appropriation bill; and House bill 
should show there was a necessity for establish- || No. 202—the legislative, executive, and judicial 
ing them. The bill proposes to establish an office || 2Ppropriation bill, with the action of the com- 
in Humboldt and one in Tulare county. Those. || tttee on the amendments of the Senate. 
| persons residing in Humboldt,Trinity, and Shasta There being no objection, House bill (No. 189) 
counties, are compelled to go down by the ocean || Making appropriations for the naval service for the 
to San Francisco, and then traverse the bay of || year ending June 30, 1857, with the amendments 
San Francisco up to Benicia, in order to get out || Of the Senate thereto, was reported back. 
their freémption papers, at an expense of from The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
one hundred and fifty to two hundred dollars to mend the House to concur in the second amend- 
get to the land office. The object of this bill is || ment of the Senate with an amendment, and to 
simply fo remedy that. I make the motion to || 20M-concur in the first and third amendments of 
take up the bill. the Senate. 
Mr. PRATT. I move that the Senate adjourn. || , Mr. CAMPBELL moved the previous ques- 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate || “0”. ; , 
adjourned. ‘The previous question was seconded, and the 
“ main question ordered. 
The first amendment of the Senate, in which 
the Committee of Ways and Means recommended 
Wanunspay, fugue 13, 1856.4 a non-concurrence, a reported, as follows: 
The House met at eleven o’clock, a.m. Prayer To enable the Secretary of the Navy to publish the charts 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Danie, Watpo. and report of the exploration of La Plata river, and the 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. cupedition, que,088. the susveye of Ge Spee 
CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL. The amendment of the Senate was non-con- 


Mr. BALL. I find that my name is published || curred in. 
in the National emngneen this morning as Second amendment: 


having voted in favor of postponing the consid- That each purser attached to a sloop of war or other 
eration of the Pacific railroad bill yesterday. vessel smaller than a frigate, shall be authorized to appoint 
also find, on reference to the Journal, that the || aclerk in lieu of the steward heretofore allowed, subject to 
Clerk has me so recorded. I voted on the other || the approval of the commanding officer of such vessel ; and 


: . such clerk shall have the privileges allowed to the clerk of 
side, and desire to have the Journal so corrected. || the commanding officer, and his yearly compensation shall 


The SPEAKER. The Journal will be cor- || be the same as that now allowed by law to midshipmen : 


rected. It does not change the result. And provided further, That the compensation of the clerk 
of the commandant at Philadelphia shall be the same as. 
ISAAC ADAMS. those at Boston and New York, which shall be paid for the 


The SPEAKER stated the business first in || !@8t and present fiscal year as estimated end appropriated. 


order to be on the passage of a bill(H, R. No.|| The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 

325) for the relief of Isaac Adams, on which the || mended to strike out all after the word ‘ be,’’ in 

main question was yesterday ordered, and on || the fourteenth line, and insert ‘* $400.”” So that 

which the yeas and nays were also ordered. the amendment as amended will only authorize 
The question was taken; and it was decided in || the purser attached to a sloop of war, &c., to ap- 

the affirmative—yeas 106, nays 66; as follows: point a clerk, in lieu of a steward, at a salary of 
YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Allison, Barbour, Barclay, Ben- 00 


illi . Bishop, Bowie, Bradshaw, Broom, Buffin- , 
— ee pele : pone rove bell, Chafive, Ears The amendment to the Senate amendment was 


Clark, Clawson, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Comins, Covode, || 8greed to. 
Cragin, Damreil, Henry Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, || The amendment of the Senate as amended was 
Denver, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edwards, || concurred in. 


Eustis, Faulkner, Flagler, Henry M. Fuller, Gilbert, Green- : 
wood, Grow, Herbert’ Hickman, Thomas 8. Horton, Val- || ‘Third amendment: 
In page 8, after line five, insert: 


| Know Horton, H ‘on, Kennett, King, pore t, i 3 che sik dn Git Meaiiinns 


Knowlton, Leiter, Alexander K. Marshal], Hum oy 
shall, Matteson, Killian Miller, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, || @119,302 11. 
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‘The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 


mended a non-concurrence. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, moved to recon- 
sider the votes by which the House had passed 
upon the Senate's amendments, and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table; which 
latter motion was agreed to. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I now ask that the Senate 


amendments to the legislative, executive, and 
judicial appropriation bill may be considered at 
this time. ‘The Committee of Ways and Means 
recommend that the House concur in certain 
amendments of the Senate, some with, and some 
without, amendment, and non-concur in others. 

Mr. STANTON. Does my colleague pro- | 
pose that these amendments shall be disposed 
of without being considered in Committee of the 
Whole? : 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I have asked the unani- 
mous consent of the Elouse for that purpose. 

Mr. STANTON. I object. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move to suspend the 
rules. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, called for the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken on Mr. Campser.’s 
motion; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 
101, nays 88; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Barclay, Hendley S. Bennett, 
Bowie, Branch, Broom, Burnett, Cadwalader, James H. 
Campbell, John P. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, 
Caruthers, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Clingman, Howell Cobb, 
Williamson RK. W. Cobb, Comins, Cox, Craige, Davidson, 
Henry Winter Davis, Day, Denver, Dowdell, Durfee, Ed- 
wards, English Etheridge, Eustis Evans, Faulkner, Flor- 
ence, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Greenwood, 
J. Morrison Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Herbert, 
Hickman, Hoffman, Houston, George W. Jones, Kennett, 
Kidwell, Letcher Lindley, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Mar- 
shall, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, 
MeMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millward, Mordecai 
Oliver, Orr, Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Puryear, Quit- 
man, Ready, Ricaud, Richardson, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, 
Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, 

T 





William Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stewart, Swope, 
Talbott, Taylor, Thurston, Trippe, Tyson, Underwood, 
Vail, Valk, Walker, Watkins, Wells, Wheeler, Whitney, 
Williams, Winslow, Wood, Daniel B. Wright, John V. 
Wright, and Zollicoffer—101. 

NAYS—Measis. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Henry Ben- 
nett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bishop, Bliss, Bocock, Brad- 
shaw, Brenton, Buffinton, Clawson, Colfax, Covode, 
Cragin, Cullen, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Dean, 
Diek, Dickson, Dodd, Edie, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Gid- 
dings, Gilbert, Goode, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Holloway, 
‘Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughs- 
ton, Kelsey, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, 
Matteson, McCarty, Killian Miller, Milison, Morgan, Mor- 
rill, Mott, Murray, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pen 
nington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, 
Robbins, Roberts, Sages Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, 
Spinner, Stanton, Tappan, Thorington, Todd, Trafton, 
Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Warner, Cadwal- 
ader C. Washburne, Ellibu B. Washburne, Israel Wash- 
burn, Watson, Welch, Woodruff, and Woodworth—8s. 


So the House refused to suspend the rules for 
the purpose. indicated. 

Pending the above call, 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, said: Mr. Speaker, I 
am requested to state that my colleague, Mr. 
Crawrorp, who is prevented by illness from at- 
tenance on the session of the House, has paired 
off with Mr. Sapiy. 

Mr. NICHOLS stated that he had paired off 
with Mr. Sternens, who was indisposed, and 
had to leave the Hall, 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that the bill makin | 
appropriations for the executive, legislative, ond 
judicial expenses of the Government for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1857, with the amend- 
ments of the Senate thereto, be referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I now move the usual 
resolution, that all debate in the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union on the bill and 
amendments of the Senate be closed within five 
minutes theirconsideration shall be resumed. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and the House resolve itself into the 
Coseaennye of the Whole on the state of the 

non, 

Mn BENSON. Lask the gentleman to with- 
draw his motien until I report back from the 


| tion bill. 


'and Means recommend 


| words, *‘ clerk of printing records, $1,669 02.” 
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Committee on Naval Affairs the Senate bill to 
promote the efficiency of the Navy. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I cannot withdraw my 
motion. The gentleman voted against consider- 
ing in the House the Senate amendments to the | 
legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation 
bill. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Wasusurn, of Maine, in the chair. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Chairman, | move 
that the committee take up and proceed to the 
consideration of the amendments of the Senate to | 
the legislative, executive, and judicial appropria- | 


The motion was agreed to; and the committee | 
proceeded to consider the said amendments. 


First amendment of the Senate: 

Insert as follows: : | 

Officer charged with the disbursements of the Senate, 
$480, 

Chief clerk, $2,500. 


- 





The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a corcurrence in the 
amendment with an amendment to strike out the 
words, *‘ officer charged with the disbursements | 
of the Senate, $480.”’ 

The amendment of the Committee of Ways | 
and Means was agreed to; and then the Senate | 
amendment as amended was concurred in. 

Second amendment: 

Insert in clause making appropriations for the expenses | 
of the Senate: | 

Clerk of the Committee on Finance, $1,850. 

Clerk of printing records, $1,669 02. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of Ways | 
a concurrence in the | 
amendment with an amendment to strike out the 


The amendment of the Committee of Ways | 
and Means was agreed to; and the amendment of | 
the Senate as amended was concurred in. | 

Third amendment: 


Strike out, in the paragraph “ for compensation of the 
Officers, clerks, ,messengers, and others, receiving an 
annual salary in the service of the Senate, viz., &c., | 
$69,484,” the words ** $69,484,” and in lieu thereof insert 





| 875,983 02.7? 


Mr. CAMPBELL. In order to make the | 
amendment of the Senate accord with those al- | 
ready adopted, I move to strike out ** $75,983,” | 
and in lieu thereof insert ‘* $73,834. ”’ 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed | 
to; and the Senate amendment as amended was | 
concurred in. 


| 

Fourth amendment: 

Strike out, in the paragraph “ for Congressional Globe, 
and binding the same, $3,000,”? the words ‘* $3,000,” and in | 
lieu thereof insert * $72,651.” 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence in the | 
amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Mr. FLAGLER. I would inquire whether | 
the Committee of Ways and Means have recom- 
mended a concurrence in the appropriation of 
$12,000 for stationery for Senators? It gives the 
Senators four or five times more stationery than 
members of this House receive. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The paragraph referred 
to is not an amendment of the Senate, but a por- 
tion of the bill as sent by this House to the Sen- 
ate. 


Fifth amendment: 

Page 3, line seventeen. Strike out * $8,000,”’ and insert 
*“ineluding the usual extra compensation to the reporters 
of the Senate, $10,400 ;”’ so as to make the clause read: 

For reporting proceedings, including the usual extra com- 
pensation to the reporters of the Senate, $10,400. , 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Sixth amendment: 

Add to the clause “For clerks to committees, pages, 
police, horses, and carry-alls, $27,460,” the following 

Provided . That the amount estimated for ee 
ot the clerks to the Committees on Finance Printing 
be deducted therefrom. © 4 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence, 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 





3, 


Seventh amendment: 

Strike out the following clause : 

For ye <e to — ar oe of the House of Ite 
sentatives by the resolution of said House - 
$182,765 85. of July 7, 1856, 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The Committee of Ways 


and Means recommend a non-concurrence. 


Mr. HICKMAN. Imovea pro forma 
ment. I hope the amendment of = Sins 
strike out this clause, will be adopted. It is now 
well understood that a large fraud is to be rpe- 
trated upon the Treasury under this amendmen 
but not for the benefit of those to whom the books 
are voted. It has been reported in the newspapers 
of the country that the members of the House of 
Representatives have voted in the neighborhood 
of thirteen hundred dollars’ worth of books to 
each new member. Now, sir, that is not true 
The value of the books thus voted can in no event 
exceed five or six hundred dollars; and IJ haye 
been informed this morning that the books which 
have been voted to members can actually be 
bought for three hundred dollars, while the amount 
charged to the Treasury for the same will be some 
thirteen hundred dollars—amounting in all to 
$182,765 85. A few men outside of this House 
are to reap the benefit of this fraud to the extent 
of at least ninety thousand dollars. I wish this 
matter understood; and while gentlemen upon the 
opposite side of the House are exclaiming against 
the large expenditures of this Government, I wish 
to see who they are who will vote for such an 
appropriation as is contemplated in this amend- 
ment. I trust the amendment of the Senate will 
be concurred in, and the provision stricken out. 

Mr. PHELPS. I oppose the amendment of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, for the purpose 
of stating the condition of this matter; and in con- 
nection with it, I shall refer to the action of this 
House upon another subject—I refer to the dis. 
tribution of books ordered by this House, upona 
recorded vote, costing $75,000. That was the 
work of Dr. Kane. I was opposed to it; and 
when it passed this House, directing that amount 
to be expended, the book was not published, and 
perhaps was not written. 

Subsequently this House passed a joint reso- 
lution, upon which we had another recorded vote, 
directing the usual books to be distributed to the 
new members of this Congress. That joint reso- 
lution went to the Senate, and has been returned 
by them with certain amendments proposed to it, 
by which a reduced number of books will be dis- 
tributed in the event thatthe House concur in the 
amendment of the Senate. I understand that the 
amendment of the Senate was adopted, because 
we proposed, by the resolution we passed, to dis- 
tribute to the new members of this House, books 
the editions of which have long since been ex- 
hausted. Of one of those books—the American 
State Papers—only one edition of one thousand 
five hundred copies was ever printed. 

Subsequently another resolution, simply a 
House resolution, was passed, directing that 
books, to the same extent as had been given te 
members of former Congresses, should be dis- 
tributed to the new maenibete of this House; and 
when we had under consideration the amend- 
ment which is now in question, it was suggested 
that, instead of placing the amount of $250,000 in 
the contingent fund of the House, to be expended 
by the Clerk for the purposes therein named, we 
should appropriate this amountof money, naming 
it, for the purpose of purchasing books for the 
new members of this House, in pursuance of the 
resolution oer in July last. I proposed that, 
feeling it to be my duty, as a member of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, to ar out 
the will of this House as expressed to us by its 
resolution, TheCommittee of Ways and Means 
now recommend a non-concurrence In the amend- 
ment of the Senate, becdtise a resolution had 
already been passed directing these books to be 
distributed, and they feel it to be their duty to 

out the will of the House. 

‘L.do not know what the particular amendment 
is which is proposed by the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, but roper time to have o the 
matter now under consideration was when the 
resolution was before the House. We had not at 
that time the presence of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to assist those who were opposed 
to the resolution to defeat it. ; 

Mr. HICKMAN. — the resolution to 
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| pose this goes back to the Senate, and the Senate || | amendment of the tleman from Ohio having 
concur in the amendment of the House, then the | been adopted, I submit that no further amend- 
| clause will stand stricken out with an amendment ment is in order. 

| that is, the words to which the proviso is at- The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 
= will not be in the bill, and the proviso will | the amendment of the gentleman from New York 
words struck out by the Senate, and to attach to |! be. a from the decision of the Chair. is in order. ° 

them the following prov iso: The AIRMAN. In the case which the gen- || Mr. FLAGLER. The amendment I have of: 
Provided, That any member of the House who may be || tleman supposes, the question would be whe ther || fered ought, in ee to receive the ap- 


entleman alludes was stadt ¥en || pies dilvigeus was 
eich he if I had been present I should have 
voted against tlhe resolution. | withdraw my 


a CAD MPBELL. TI move to restore the 


pawilling t eet ere Lineage etn _ Home, — — in the proposition of | probation of this House. Dwuring the last Con- 
to the Clery ea 10 which euch member may be entitied, and || the House, as the House has now amended it. gress, one hundred and sixty copies of Hickey ’s 
cal ne facts at the commencement of the next session || _ Mr. SNEED. I rise to a question of order. Constitution were purchased for, and distributed 
pf Congress. | The Chair has decided this proposition to be in in, each congressional district of the United 
| offer that proviso, in order that those consci- || order on a question of order raised by the gentle- | States. The resolution was advocated on the 
entious gentlemen who make speeches against | man from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Hickman »} and || ground that it would be of great advantage to 
book resolutions, and who are yet in the habit of || no appeal was taken. Subsequent to that decision the country to disseminate as far as possible 
receiving the books under them, may have an | of the Chair the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. || among the people a knowledge of our Constitu- 
nee of exhibiting their conscientious- || CamMPBELL] ¢ called for tellers, and the House has | tion. In the discharge of his duty, cach member 
aes tuken action. I submit that it is too late now | of the last Congress, so far as I know, distrib- 
| Se the gentleman from Georgia to raise the same | uted in his district the copies to which he was 
uestion, and then to appeal from the decision of | entitled. I know that stich was the case in my 
| the Chair. district. It is proposed now, that, in so far as 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the || there are new cals vers here, the districts repre- 
uestion of order taken by the gentleman from || sented by them shall have the benefit of another 
ennessee. distribution of this work. 1 protest against any 
Mr. HOUSTON. I do not understand how |, such measure of inequality among me mbers. I 
the question is to be put. I should like the Chair || conceive there is no justice in the ] provision that, 
to tell me. The rule is, that you may concur in || because a district has not changed its Represent- 
| the Senate’s amendment with an amendment. || ative, it shall not have these books, while those 
| [Calls to order.} I am in order. Is the question || districts which have changed their Represent- 





Mr. HICKMAN. I raise a question of order. 
The proviso offered by the gentleman from Ohio 
js not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair holds the 
amendment in order, as it is to restore the text, 
together with a roviso. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I admit that this is an 
unusual proviso, such as I have never hitherto 
known attached to such a proposition. But in 
past Congresses I have heard these conscientious 

entlemen make very large speeches in reference 


to the distribution of books, ut when the books || here as I understand it ? |, atives in this House, shail have them. This new 
have been offered them, their conscientious scru- || Mr. GIDDINGS. I object to this. || and unequal distribution can be advocated only 

les have fled, and they received the books. It Mr. HOUSTON. I desire the Chair to state || on the ground that the constituencies of new 
fas been even said that some of them have sold |; what is the question as the committec is to unh- || members on this floor are either more worthy or 
the books, but I do not know that to be the fact. || derstand it. || more ignorant than those represented: by mem- 


Now, sir, I shall not discuss this proviso further. || The CHAIRMAN. |The Chair has already || bers of the last Congress, I admit neither; and 
I merely offered it so as to provide the means by || stated the question as he understands it. The | my amendment is to do away with this inequal- 
which gentlemen may make . ublic exhibition || Senate has agreed to an amendment to the bill by || ity. I also desire that this work shall be fur- 





of their virtue in the matter. They can leave the || striking out a portion of the text. The gentle- || nished ata fair price. Under this book resolution, 

books with the Clerk, for the benefit of those || man from Ohio proposes, before the committee || a clerk in the Senate receives an income fully 

members who may be voted them hereafter. | shall be called upon to vote on concurring in that || equal to that of the President of the United States- 
Mr. HICKMAN. Mysimple object in making || amendment, to amend it; and the chair holds that || and I am opposed to that. 

the remarks which I did make, on the matter now \| the House has aright to do so, and therefore rules | Mr. LEITER. Is not this the same proposi- 

before the House, was, for the, purpose of al- || the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio in || tion offered in committee some days since, and 


order. || voted down? 

benefit of this vote does not inure to the new Mr. HOUSTON. I understand the Chair de- || Mr. FLAGLER, The gentleman can answer 
members of the present House of Representatives. || cides that you may disagree tothe Senate’s amend- | that question for himself as well as I can. 

It is supposed now by the country, that, under || ment with the amendment. || Mr. LETTER. Then I say it is the same 
the resolution which es been adopted by this The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides thus: || amendment; and I raise the question of order 
House, each new member will receive books to || that you may amend the amendment of the Sen- || that we cannot amend our own roposition. We 
the value of nearly thirteen hundred dollars. If || ate. Such has been the practice of the House in || have, as a House, already agreed to a certain pro- 


lowing the fact to be distinctly known, that the 


such an impression as that exists, I wish to dis- |) committee and out of committee. | vision in that bill, and it is ‘incompetent for us to 
pel it, and to state distinctly, that the books Mr. HOUSTON. I never heard such a decision || offer an amendment to what has been already 
voted to members by this resolution, are bought, || in committee in my life. ! agreed to. 

and can at any time be bought in this market, |} Mr. EDIE. Incase the appeal is not sustained, "The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the 
for a sum not exceeding $600; and I understood || what will be the first question before the com- | | point of order, 

this morning, from good authority, that they || mittee? Mr. GALLOWAY. I will say a few words 


can be bought for $300; that this resolution will The CHAIRMAN. Onagreeingto the eee | | in reply to the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
inure to the benefit of persons outside of this |} ment of the gentleman from Ohio to the amend- || Fiacier.} He agues that not more than a 
House to an amount not less than $30,000; and || ment proposed by the Senate. | single copy of Hickey’ s Constitution ought to be 





that, while the Treasury is.to be robbed, the |} Mr. EDIE. Then I will vote for sustaining | allowed each new member ,a8 a djstribuition of one 
proceeds of the robbery do not pass into the || the decision of the Chair. || hundred and sixty copies toeach district was made 
pockets of the new members of this House, but || Mr. MILLER, of Indiana, called for t@ers. | atthelastsession of Congress. 1 voted againstthe 
into the pockets of other persons. Now, lam un- Tellers were ordered. |, resolution providing books for members; but, in 
willing to adopt the suggestion of the Committee Mr. COBB, of Georgia. The House have de- | my judgment, that part of the resolution which 


of Ways and Means, and prefer that the House || cided this:question of order, sustaining the decis- || provides for a distribution of Hickey’s Constitu- 
should concur in the amtndment of the Senate, || ion of the Chair. I will, therefore, withdraw my || tion is the wisest and most justifiable, A general 





for the reasons which I have given. appeal from the devision of the Chair. |, and judicious distribution of those heretofore 
The question being on Mr. Campseut’s pro- he question then recurred upon the amend- '| given may have been made in his district. I have 
viso, | ment to the Senate’s amendment. 1 no evidence, however, that the district which I 
Mr. CAMPBELL called for tellers. Mr. WASHBURNE, of lilinois, demanded || represent has been supplied. Judging from the 
Mr. COBB, of Georgia. Does the Chair hold ] tellers. | anxiety, indicated by many requests, I conclude 
the amendment to be in order? | Telters were ordered; and Messrs. Wrxstow || that a new distribution would be eminently bene- 
_ TheCHAIRMAN. The Chair holds it to be | and Dopp were appointed. || ficial. Admitting the allegation that the copies 
in order. | ‘Phe question was taken; and the tellers re- | i of this work given two years since were fully 
Mr. COBB. How does it come in? ported—ayes 90, noes 38. 1 ‘and fairly distributed, it must be conceded that 
The CHAIRMAN. The Senate proposes to PYso the amendment was adopted. the wants of an increased and changed popula- 
amend the bill by striking out a certain portion The question was tien on the amendment of || tion will justify a new distribution. 
of the text, The Committee of Ways and Means |! the Senate as amended. | Mr. FLAGLER. F waut the gentleman to 


ment of the Senate. The gentleman from Ohio || ter clause of that amendment. It has gone to the | | has also increased. 

moves to amend the amendment by inserting the || country that we have voted to the new members || Mr. GALLOWAY. That may be so; but 

words which were originally contained, together || $1,300 worth of books each. Iwantthe country | whether they have advanced equally in know!- 

with a proviso. The Chair holds an ame nt || to understand how the matter stands. edge’ with my constituents; may admit of an 

to the Senate amendment to be in-order. The CHAIRMAN. The aniendment of the || honest doubt. There is another view of the sub- 
Mr. COBB. The Chair holdsiit to be in order || gentleman from Georgia is not in order; the com- || ject. Those who may be benefited by my dis- 

to disagree with the Senate amendment, and then || mittee having adopted what he proposes to strike | tribution of these books, constitute a class 0 

to amend our own original bill. out. | people differing in et sentiment from those 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chairholds thatthe || wr. FLAGLER. I move the following'amend: || who have received the kind consideration and 

Proposition of the gentleman from Ohio to. amend || ment to that just adopted: favor of my ptedéceasor. I ask, is it not but just 

the amendment of the Senate is in order, on the Provided, alto, That tio more than one copy of Hickey’s that those enbaltuents who sympathize with me 

gtound that you may perfect an amendment before Constitution a be allowed to each member and Detegate || in séntitviert’sHould receive the benefit of so valu- 

you are called. upon to vote whether you will con- able a work ? 

cur-or non-coneur in it. These are the only books given to us that can 
Mr. COBB. The Chair will permit me. Sup- be distt*: uted with great advantoge. There is a 


recommend a non-concurvence with the amend- Mr. SEWARD... I move to strike out the lat- || bear in mind that the population of my district 
E of this ee and that at a cost not exceeding sixty cents 





"aie Mir. EDIE. I rise'to a question of order. The 





NL eel 
Se a 


fi Fanti 


a cA 7 
I eet 


eee 


22" 


2088 


<a a. ——— 


great demand for them. They contain valuable 

information. No member needs or wishes more | 
than one of them. Even if one hundred and | 
sixty additional copies of Hickey’s Constitution | 
are distributed to each congressional district, it | 


must be manifest that a small proportion of the || 


people can be accommodated; and yet the few | 
who may receive, if faithful to the laudable design | 
contemplated in the distribution of the work, may | 
be instrumental in circulating a species of inform- | 
ation which cannot be otherwise obtained, and | 
which is much needed at the present crisis of | 
political sentiment. 

Mr. MORGAN. Is there any arenes peeets 
or propriety, that any one district should have | 
more copies than another? Is not my district | 
entitled to as many as the gentleman’s district? 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate isexhausted. | 

Mr. SNEED. I came here as a new member, 
and those to whom I may distribute these books | 
may not have been benefited by the distribution | 
of my predecessor. 

Mr. HICKMAN. Suppose the amendment of | 
the gentleman from Ohio is adopted: how then | 
will the Senate’s amendment stand? What will | 
be the effect of the gentleman’s amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the | 
gentleman from Ohio has been adopted: and the 
effect of it is this: the original text stands, with 
the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio. 

The question was taken on Mr. Fiacier’s 
amendment; and it was disagreed to. 





| 
Mr. WALKER offered the following amend- 


ment to the amendment: 


“And provided further, That any member of the present | 
House who may have been a member of any previous Con- | 
gress, and who has received his books, may, if he thinks | 

roper, either return the books or the cost of the same to the 
lerk of the House, who shall report the same at the next | 
session. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would inquire of | 
the Chair, what all the provisoes amount to if | 
they are adopted ? ; 

he CHAIRMAN. The provisoes will be a | 
part of the amendment of the House. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. I ask my colleague | 
to accept the following proviso as a part of his | 
amendment, and then I will vote for it: 


Provided, That the Government shall pay the expense of 


back again. 


Mr. WALKER. [accept the modification as | 
a part of my amendment. | 
Mr. CRAIGE. I desire to say a word in op- | 
position to that amendment. 
The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted upon | 
the amendment. 
The amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN offered the following amend- | 
ment: | 

And provided, That for such books as are out of print, or | 
are considered by the member as but of little or no value, 
such new member may select other books of a public char- 
acter, which relate to either the legislative, judicial, or ex- 
ecutive departments of the Government, or to the history 
or politics of the country, of a cost in the aggregate not to | 
exceed that of the books he declines to receive. 

Mr. HICKMAN, I call for tellers upon the 
amendment, 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. SHermMan 
and CuLLen were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes thirty-five, noes not counted. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. HICKMAN. I move to amend by add- 
ing the following proviso: 

Provided, That the books shall be purchased of the 
publishers of the same. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. WADE. I offer the following amend- 
ment: 


Provided, That for the supply of the new members of this 
House with books, the accounting officers of the contin nt 
of this House are hereby required to credit the Clerk 
this House with the amount of money by him actuall 
for said books, and no more ; and the said Clerk shail 
an accurate account of the money by him so actually 
and return such account to this House, with the name 


whom such money may have 


I am in favor of furnishing new membe ith 
dhe aneen Meeliebadnatin wnclel ameeabund of denchar 


Congresses have been furnished with, and I am 
in favor of stopping any abuses which may have 
existed in the of buoks. I am opposed 
to putting this matter wholly into the hands of 


|| amount. 


'| were he a dishonest Clerk, would not be worth a 





|| his expenditures; and the adoption of this amend- 

|| ment would only be reénacting an already exist- 

transporting the books to members, and of bringing them | —— 
| | 


the Clerk of this House, as it is rumored that he 
is to make by this operation more than twenty 
or thirty thousand dollars. If these books can 
be purchased for one half the price that has been 
heretofore charged for them, there is no reason 
why the Clerk should be permitted to credit him- | 
self for anything more than he pays for them. | 

Mr. TRIPPE. The operation of this amend- | 

ment is formally to demand that the Clerk shall 
roduce vouchers for his expenditures. I appre- 
end that there is already a provision connected 
with all expenditures of money. 

Mr. WADE. The Clerk furnishes vouchers 
for books; but,as I understand it, he charges for | 
the books at the actual original cost price, when 
he gets them at one half or one third of that 


Mr. TRIPPE. Thisamendment does not make 
the matter more stringent upon the Clerk than it 
already is. The amendment conveys an insinu- 
ation which I am unwilling to convey by way of 
an amendment to this appropriation. I may 
remark, by the way, that I am totally opposed 
to this whole book matter from beginning to end. 
But if we are going to do it, and if we are never 
going to stop it, then do not goand put ona general | 
appropriation bill that which is a direct insult to | 
your Clerk; that which amounts to nothing less 
than the insinuation that he is dishonest; that | 
which would amount to nothing in law; which, | 


snap of the finger; which, were he honest, would | 
be unnecessary; and which would be rendered to- | 
tally nugatory by the provisions of former laws | 
as to the appropriation of money. [tis in precise | 
terms intimating that the Clerk is going to cheat, | 
and that you will put the law stronger upon him 
by reénacting it. 

Mr. WADE. If the Clerk is honest in his | 
action, it puts no stigma upon him at all; but I 
do not understand thatit is a stigma on an officer 
of the House. 

Mr. TRIPPE. Ido not say that the gentle- 
man from Ohio intends that. I do not believe he | 
does; but that will be the effect. The statute 
now requires the Clerk to present vouchers for 





he question was taken; and Mr. Wape’s 
amendment was rejected. 


Mr.STANTON. I move to amend theamend- 
ment by increasing the appropriation five dollars. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment has 
already been adopted by the committee, and the 
gentleman’s amendment is therefore not in order. 
_ Mr. STANTON. ThenI propose the follow- 
ing proviso: 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall interfere 
with the control of the House over its own contingent fund. 


I d@ire to say but a word or two on this 
amendment. I was not present when the book 
resolution was adopted. If I had been I proba- 
bly should have voted inst it. As itis, I am 
entitled to the benefit of it. But, for myself, so 
far as the question is concerned as to whether the | 
proposition shall ultimately prevail or not, I do | 
not care a sixpence. But it seems to me that 
this contest between the House and Senate in- 
volves the dignity of this House, which it | 
should maintain at all hazards, and in every ex- 
tremity. This is the first instance in which I 
have noticed an attempt on the part of one branch | 
of Congress to interfere with the control of the 
contingent fund appropriated for the use of the 
other branch of Congress. 

Now, how do we stand? The House ses 
a resolution for the purchase of books for its 
members, and it appropriates the money to pay 
for them out of its own contingent fund; and now 
the Senate takes upon itself to say that we shall 
not expend the money in the way we propose to 
expend it. If the House wish to preserve the 
least shadow of importance—the least shadow of 
dignity—to being considered as an element of this 
Government at all, then it must rebuke such an 
assault as that upon its privileges. I hold, asa 
member of the House, in any question in- 
volving appropriations for the public service of 
the country, whenever there is a controversy | 
between the two branches of Congress, the sense 
of the House should always prevail. ‘This is an 
inherent privilege of the immediate Represent- 
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atives of the people—the only just tribunal fo, 
dis the revenues of the coun 
ow is it? Is it true that the two gent. 
men who represent Florida in the other branch 
of Congress should have an equal voice in ¢j 
levying, assessment, and distribution of the a 
enues of the country with the thirty-five member, 
on this floor from the State of New York? |, it 
so, sir? On all other questions of general legis 
lation not connected with the revenues of the 
country, on questions affecting the relative wer 
of the States and General Government, the nate 
is entitled to equal consideration with this House, 
But the principle of this Government, that roy. 
enue bills shall originate in this House, is a prin. 
oe established by the British Parliament, from 
whom we borrowed it; and the practice of the 
House of Commons is not to tolerate any inter. 
ference 7 the other branch with the rights anq 
powers of the popular branch of the Legislaturs 
Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Ohi 
is, I think, mistaken in his facts, and if so, all of 
his declamation must fall to the ground. The 
item of $250,000, as ay ga reported by the 
Committee of Ways and Means—the miscells. 
neous item—was that which first included the 
money to pay. for the books; but it was so mod. 
ified by the House, that the item for books was 
separated from the others going to make up the 
sum of $250,000, and was made a distinct appro. 
riation to itself. Hence, his assertion, that the 
nate had attempted improperly to interferg 
with the contingent fund of the House of Repre. 
sentatives, does not apply, and is not strictly cor. 
rect; for though this book item may be under 
the head of contingencies of the House of Repre. 
sentatives, yet, in truth, it was nota contingenc 
as it stood in the bill from the House. Thisitem 
the Senate has seen fit to strike out, and therein 
it has exercised precisely that jurisdiction which, 
as a codrdinate branch of this legislative body, 
it has a right to exercise. I yesisted, while on 
the Committee of Ways and Means, appropri- 
ations of this character put in the bill by the 
Senate. I do not know that there was ever an 
issue between uc in relation to books—probably 
there was not; but whenever the Senate attempted 
to ingraft on an appropriation bill an item to come 
out of their contingent fund, or out of any other 
fund, which the Committee of Ways and Means 
regarded as improper, we resisted it. 
ir, the guathensan has lost sight of the grent 
question involved, which is, is this appropriation 
proper and right? If it is an appropriation that 
should be made, let it be agreed to; but if it is 
not, it is the duty of the Senate, as it is the duty 
of every other member of either branch of Con- 
gress who so believes, to oppose it. It would be 
truly a strange doctrine, if this House should see 
fit to make an appropriation (I do not care what 
it is, or what the amount may be) which the 
Senate deemed improper, that the Senate should 
not interrupt it at all. It would be a strange doc- 
trine to maintain that, however the House ma 
err in regard to an appropriation inserted in a bill, 
the Senate must not touch that appropriation, be- 
cause the House put it there. hat a monstrous 
absurdity! Would we agree that the Senate 
should put in this appropriation bill what they 
please, and are we not to be at liberty to strike 
it out? Whoever heard before now of such doc- 
trine being advanced or advocated in the House 
of Representatives of an American Congress, 43 
that one House cannot check or arrest the waste, 
profligacy, or corruption of the other? We have 
equal powers on the subject of appropriations; 
and while I agree with the gentleman from Ohio 
in what he said in to the origination of 
revenue bills, yet, under the Constitution, the 
Senate has a right to strike out, or add to, (both 
as to amounts and items,) appropriations of the 
House; and the House has a right to amend, to 
change, to strike out, to modify, at.its pleasure, 
the Senate’s amendments. f : 
I did not intend to interfere in this discussion. 
I have had us south te do with these boas as’ 
care to have. I regard the practice as all wrong, 
on Stace always —— it; but + os ae 
mixed u rulings © ’ 
and he ieee that have been adopted, 
that it will require a special committee to tell 
what we have done. ps the select com- 
mittee on the Pacific railroad had better take 
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te a 

accordance with the erroneous decisions of the 
Chair together with the original text of the 
Fiouse bill, which he rules has been restored, 

{ tell us how it stands, for it will require a 
eo committee to straighten it out. But, sir, I 
pe ai against the doctrine of the gentleman 
ae Ohio, (Mr. Sranron,] that the Senate have 
nothing to do with appropriations which we 
may choose to make, under the head of contin- 
gent, or in any other wer: 5 

Mr. STANTON, I will withdraw my amend- | 
ment, and move to amend by adding a proviso, 
that none of the Senate’s contingent fund shall 
be appropriated for the purchase of books. Mr. 
Chairman, I am perfectly aware that the practice 
of the two Houses of Congress has been very 
much in accordance with the theory laid down 
by the entleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hovs- 
TON. Fm aware, too, that, under the practice 
ch has prevailed for the last twenty years, 
this House is rapidly dwindling into perfect 
insignificance as a coordinate branch of this 
Government. , 

A Memser. I rise to a question of order. 
I think the amendment of the gentleman from 
Ohio is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 

uestion of order. 

Mr. MORGAN. I move to amend by adding 
a proviso, that Hickey’s Constitution shall not 
be purchased, unless it can be obtained at a cost 
not exceeding sixty cents per copy. Now, sir, 
gentlemen talk about personal matters, and say 
they are entitled to this number of books. Sir, 
they might just as well say that they are entitled to 
thatnumber of copies of the Patent Office reports. 

Mr. CUMBACK. [rise to a question of order. | 
The gentleman is not discussing his amendment. 

Mr. MORGAN. Well, sir, I will come di- 
rectly to the amendment. Every gentleman who 
knows anything about the cost of making books 
knows that these books can be manufactured for 
forty or forty-five’cents per copy. Every mem- 
ber knows that the price isextravagant. Again, | 
sir, | know of no reason under heaven woe the 
constituents of any man in this Hall should re- | 
ceive by distribution more books than my con- 
stituents receive. There is one district which has 
been represented by two Representatives for the 
last thirty-five years, while the Representative of 
another district is changed every Congress. Now, 
sir, why should the people of one district receive 
more books than the people of another? I am 
willing that the same books should be given to 
the new members that have usually been given. 
But, so far as the distribution of books is con- 
cerned, I say that the constituents of no gentle- 
man are entitled to more books than my con- 
stituents. 

The amendment to the amendment was dis- 
agreed to. 


Mr. LEITER. AsI understand it, if the House 
agrees to the amendment as amended, there will 
be nothing left but the proviso which we have 


“aoe 

he CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is not in 

order; there is no motion before the committee. 

yr LEITER. I only ask the question of the 
air. 

Mr. TRIPPE. I desire to know what will be 
the effect as the matter now stands, if the House 
refuses to concur in the amendment of the Senate ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the 
Senate will be di to; that will be the effect. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. If we concur in the Sen- 
ate’s amendment as amended, do we not strike 
out the whole thing ? 

Mr. HICKMAN. I ben to debate. 

Mr. FLAGLER. I for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WALBRIDGE 
and Hickman were appointed. 

é@ question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 75, noes 42. 

the Senate amendment as amended was 
concurred in. 

Eighth amendment of the Senate: 

Tusert under head of “ Library of Congress,” as follows: 

For expense of i apparatis for warming 
said library, and providing fuel or the same, $5,000. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of Wa 


and Means recommend a concurrence in 
amendment. 


The amendment was concurred in. 





Ninth amendment: 

For maintaining the botanic garden and green-houses, 
including pay of iculturist and assistants, under the di- || 
rection of the Library Committee of Congress, $5,000. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of Ways || 


and Means recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Tenth amendment: 
And the a priation “‘ to supply deficiencies in the ap- 
priation for printing of the second session of the Thirty- 
hird Congress,”’ contained in the act of 15th May, 1856, 
shall be construed by the accounting officers of the Treas- 
ury to include the cost of paper necessary for said printing. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


* Eleventh amendment: 


To reimburse the consular agent of the United States || 
at the Island of St. Thomas, for that amount expended by 
him, by orders of this Government, in landing and storing 
the cargo of the bark Amelia, of New York and other 
expenses incident thereto, laden with arms and munitions 
of war, which were seized by order of the Government and 
carried into said island, and there landed, $4,850, to be 
disbursed under the direction of the Secretary of State. 


The CHAIRMAN. The committee recom- 
mend a non-concurrence. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Twelfth amendment: 

For compensation to surgeons at Panama, for care and 
professional attendance on citizens of the United States 
who were wounded during the riots at Panama on or about 
the 15th day of “— last, as certified to the Department of 
State by Thomas W. Ward, consul of the United States at 
that place, $1,000, to be expended under the direction of the 
Secretary of State. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Thirteenth amendment: 

To enable the Secretary of State to procure copies of Dr. 
Kohl’s maps of the continent and islands of America, the 
sum of $6,000, which shall be expended under the direction 
of the Secretary of State, in such manner as he may deem 
best for that object. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence. 
Mr. CADWALADER. I think that this rec- 


man from Pennsylvania has spoken in terms of 
just commendation, has in his ssion here,a 

and valuable collection of interesting maps, 
such as are contemplated by the resolution. These 
maps, which may be confidently relied on as ac- 
curate copies of the originals, have been collected 
by Dr. Kohl, con amore, during many years, with 
great labor and research, and at very consider- 
able expense, in various parts of Europe, and, 
for the most » from obscure sources, and pri- 
vate collections, discoverable only by the curious, 


| and inaccessible except to the savan and scholar. 


Professor Bache, the Superintendent of the 
Coast Survey, in his forthcoming report for the 
year 1855, says that Dr. Kohl has thus ‘* made 
the most admirable collection of maps of dis- 


| covery on the western continent, compiled from 


various sources, and presenting the subject in 
the most systematic manner, with a series of his 


| own, showing, by striking and original methods, 


the results of successive voyages, travels, and 
expeditions, by sea and land;’’ and then he adds 
that he has availed himself of Dr. Kohl’s visit to 
the United States, ‘* to obtain from him a report 


| of a most interesting character, which will be 
| published in connection with the archives of the 
| coast survey.”’ 


This collection of Dr. Kohl has been recom- 


| mended to public attention, or favorably noticed, 


in numerous scientific publications. I will give 
a brief reference to them only, for the informa- 
tion of the curious: 

1. In the biography of Dr. Kohl, in the Ger- 
| man Conversacions Lexicon of Brookhaas, (last 
| edition,) vol. 9, page 99. 

2. In a letter of Humboldt to the Geographical 
Society of Paris, to be found in a —— of 
the society, vol. 7, page 273, (1854.) 

3. In a report of the Geographical Society of 
Paris—same volume, e 436. 

4. In a report of the Geographical Society of 
London by Lord Ellesmere, to be found in a pub- 
lication of the society, August, 1854. 

5. In various wanes of the Geographical Soci- 
ety of Berlin, by Carl Ritter, from 1 to 1856. 

6. In areport of the Historical Society of New 





ommendation of the Committee of Ways and 
Means has originated in mistake, or has, per- 
haps, arisen from the want of a full understanding 
as to the facts. The proposed appropriation is 
for a purpose which has been fully investigated 
= the Committee on Foreign Affairs of this 
ouse, who had agreed upon a report recom- 
mending a joint resolution appropriating to this 
object a larger sum than that appropriated by the 
Senate’s amendment. This is really a matter of 
great national importance. An eminent geo- 
grapher, Dr. Kohl, has, during the last six years, 
collected about one thousand historiographical 
maps of the American continent and islands. The 
manner in which they have been collected from 
various sources is explained in the report pre- 
ared, as I have mentioned, by the Committee on 
oreign Affairs. Such a collection would have 
saved our Government, in times past, great ex- 
pense, and perhaps might have prevented some 
errors in the course of her policy. Instead of an 
extortionate demand for a copy of those maps, 
this distinguished gentleman desires merely a 
sufficient sum to defray the expense of clerk Live 
for making and depositing complete duplicates of 
those invaluable maps in the Department of State. 
His object is not emolument, but the advancement 
of geographical science. 

he gentleman from New Jersey, [Mr. Pen- 
NINGTOoN,] the chairman of the Committee on 
Foreiga Affairs, will confirm what I have said. 
He was, as I have already stated, prepared to 
present a full and detailed report upon the subject. 
Mr. PENNINGTON, ft is scarcely neces- 
for me to add anything to what has been 

said by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, in ex- 
lanation of the purpose of the amendment, for 

e has clearly and correctly stated all the mate- 
rial facts in relation to it. It will be recollected, 
that some time since the House adopted a resolu- 
tion instructing the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
to inquire into the expediency of enlarging the 
collection of historiographical maps in the De- 
partment of State, and to report such measures 
as they should deem advisable for that purpose. 
The committee were shortly afterwards informed 
that Dr. Kohl, a German geographer of high 
character, now in this city, of whom the gentle- 


York, of December, 1854. 

7. In various notices by the press of New 
York, of a lecture delivered by Dr. Kohl to the 
Historical Society of New York, in December, 
1854. 

The committee were gratified to learn, from 
an interview with Dr. Kohl, not only that he is 

uite willing that a duplicate of his collection 
shall be made and deposited in the State Depart- 
ment for the use of the Government, but that he 
will cheerfully superintend the execution of the 
work and its arrangement in an analytical and 
chronological order, to make it the more complete 
and useful. His own collection is accompanied 
by copious manuscript references and explana- 
tions which it would be well to secure. 

The appropriation proposed by the amendment 
contemplates only the payment of the mere cler- 
ical expenses of the work, determined by the 
most economical standard; and the plan, if carried 
| into effect, will, as the committee think, contribute 

reatly towards the object had in view by the 

eens in the adoption of the resolution under 
which thay have acted. 

So far as Europe, Asia and Africa, are con- 
cerned, the committee are of opinion that no legis- 
lation is now advisable, as the atlases published 
from time to time and in ordinary use, contain all 
the information deemed necessary for the present 
purposes of the Government. : ; 

But the case is different as to this hemisphere. 
Many maps of various sections of the const 
and interior parts of North and South America 
which, if extant, would be extremely useful, are 
already lost beyond the hope of mney: others 
will soon disappear if means are not adopted to 
rescue them from oblivion; some are now known 
only to antiquaries; some exist only ijn manu- 
script; and others, printed and engraved, are to bs 
found only bound up in books of travel, histories 
of limited local interest, or publications of a more 
Sve character, and in a wholly detached form. 

y of these works are almost obsolete; and 
unless the maps shall be collected and placed in 

a single and safe depository, they will soon, for 

all practical purposes, be utterly unavailable. In 
the mean time, as occasions for reference arise, 


the requisite search and investigation, if possible 
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at all, will not be pee within the period 
necessary to meet the public ne 

In the numerous cases in which the Govern- 
ment may be required to act upon questions re- 
lating to its present, past, or future external or 
internal boundaries, or upon the relations of insu- 
jar to continental America, it will, of course, be 
of the utmost importance that the primary inves- 
tigation shall be as ample and complete as possi- 
ble, for otherwise it may be ignorant of its just 
rights till too late to assert them, or may advance | 
claims in the outset of national action, which | 
may not in the end be found tenable. 

s the amendment under consideration pro- 
poses the only action deemed advisable by the | 
committee, I have thus presented their views | 
on the subject, and there I leave it. I should | 


have reported a resolution to the same effect as H 


the amendment, in pursuance of the instructions 
of the committee, if I could have obtained the 
floor for the purpose some time since. 

I feel quite sure that, under the circumstances, 
my friend, the chairman of the Committee of | 
Ways and Means, will not persist in urging a | 
non-coneurrence with the Senate in its amend- | 
ment. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. It is due to the | 
Committee of Ways and Means that I should 
say that we had no information whatever touch- | 
ing the matter of this work—no estimates, no 
recommendation, no report from any committee 
before us; and consequently being left entirely in | 
the dark upon the subject, we felt constrained to 
recommend a non-concurrerice inthe amendment. 
If the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union, upon the representations made by the gen- | 


tlerman from Pennsylvania and the gentleman | 
from New Jersey, think that this work is neces- | 
sary and proper, I do not feel bound to make any 
serious opposition, 

Mr. PENNINGTON. I should take blame to 
myself for not looking to this matter before the 
Committee of Ways and Means, if I had known, 
before the committee made their report that the 
Senate had attached this amendment to the bill 
now under consideration. I supposed it had been 
attached to another appropriation bill not yet sent 
from the Senate, and therefore, gave myself no 


trouble to wait upon the committee—intending to || 


do so; however, when the bill to which I sup- 
posed the amendment was attached should come 

to the House. There is in the possession of the 

Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate, 

and I have seen, a letter from the Secretary of 

State strongly urging the propriety of this ap- | 
propriation. 

Mr: NICHOLS. I move to reduce the amount 
one thousand dollars. I move the amendment 
merely to enable me to make an inquiry of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania or the gentleman | 
from New Jersey. I wish to know in what con- | 
dition these maps are now? Are they printed 
maps, or are you paying the man who has made | 
them for the mere use of his maps? 

Mr. PENNINGTON. They are now in man- 
useript to avery large extent. They have been | 
copied by Dr. Kohl from maps which he has 
found in the shelved archives and dusty corners | 
ofall’ parts of Europe, and rescued from the ob- 
livion and destruction to-which they had been 
consigned. All that is now desired and proposed 
to be done, is to procure copies of those maps for 
the State Department, leaving the proprietor to 
retain the collection.” 

Mr. NICHOLS. I do not desire toembarrass 
this matter at all, but I wish the House to know 
the facts in reference to ity; and I deem it m 
duty; as a representative of the committee of this 
House which has much to do with the printing 
of maps, and other matters, to see that the House 
knows these facts. 

_ Mr PENNINGTON. The House need give 
itself no trouble ho the point suggested by the 
getitlemaa from Ohio. There is no se enter- 
Sao ‘to ask’ that me maps Se ae be published. 

is simply to supply State Depart- 
ment with thesé im Haceine of eocentadhsl 
and our own boundaries and territo 
rights; and'to 8 itself of hical facts 
and evidence’ eae nealeulable value 
both in our domestic and foreign relations. 

Mr. NICHOLS, by uhaninious consent, with- 
drew his amendment.” 

The amendment ofthe Senate wasconcurred in. 





j 





Fourteenth and fifteenth amendments: 


Amend the clause relating to the contingent expenses of 
the Department of the Interior, viz: ‘“ For books, station- 
ery, furniture, library, books, maps, and other contingen- 
cies, $4,700,” by striking out the words, “ library, books, 
maps,’? and by es after the word “* contangencies,”’ 
the words “‘ and for books and maps for the library.” 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in those 
amendments. 


The amendments were concurred in. 


Sixteenth amendment: 


In the clause making appropriations for the laborers, &c., 
employed in the War Department, strike out “ five,”? and 
insert “ four; so as to make the compensation of such 
laborers $480, instead of $580, per annuin. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. The Committee of Wayg 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Seventeenth amendment: 

Diminish the appropriation for the compensation of chief 
of bureau of navy-yards and docks, and the civil engineer, 
clerks, messengers, and laborers employed in his office, from 
$16,900 to $15,900. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended a concurrence therein. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Eighteenth amendment: 


Strike out “* $27,900,” and insert in lieu thereof “$29,400,” 
in the clause in reference to the United States mint at Phil- 


| adelphia, viz: “ For salaries of the director, treasurer, as- 


sayer, melter and refiner, chief coiner, and engraver, assist- 


| ant assayer, assistant melter and refiner, and seven clerks, 


$27,900,’ and add to said clause the following : 

And from and after the 30th of June, 1856, the salary 
of the said director of the mint shall be $4,000 per annum, 
and that of the treasurer thereof $3,000 per annum. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Nineteenth amendment: 

Strike out the following proviso: 

Provided, That hereafter, said compensation, mileage, and 
contingencies, shall not exceed the sum previously appro- 
priated therefor. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Twentieth amendment: 
Strike out the following proviso: 
Provided, That the money hereby appropriated shall not 


| be drawn from the Treasury, or any part thereof, and the 


_ amendment: 





same or any part thereof shall not be paid out of any other 
appropriation made by Congress, until all criminal prosecu- 
tions now pending in any court of the Territory of Kansas 
against any person or persons charged with treason against 
the United States, and all criminal prosecutions by inform- 
ation or indictment against any person or persons for any 
alleged violation or disregard whatever of the professed 


| laws of a body of men who assembled at Shawnee Mission, 


in said Territory, claiming to be the Legislative Assembly 
of the said Territory, shall be dismissed by the court, and 
every person who is or may be restrained of his liberty by 
reason of any of said prosecutions shall be released from 
confinement. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. The Committee of Ways 


|} and Means recommend concurrence in the Sen- 


ate’s amendment. 


Mr. PENNINGTON. I offer the following 


Provided, That no part of the money appropriated by 
this act for the Territory of Kansas shail be drawn from the 
Treasury, or paid out of any other aperopriavion made by 
Congress, until every person charged with treason against 
the United States, or other offense, founded upon any par- 
ticipation of such person in the formation of the constitu- 
tion known as the Topeka constitution, or any measure 
preparatory thereto, or in pursuance thereof, or in the body 
claiming to be the Legislature of said Territory convened 
at Topeka, or any measure preparatory thereto, or in pur- 
suance thereof, or any violation or disregard whatever of 
any enactment of the alleged Legislative Assembly of said 
Territory, recently assembled at Shawnee Mission, shall be 
released from confinement, and discharged from further 
prosecution therefor. But nothing contained in this proviso 
shel! be so construed as to prevent the indictment; arrest, 
peoetcniond pawakeaemt: or detention, in of by any-court 
of the United States in said Territory, of any person who 
shall have violated any provision of any act of Congress in 
the commission of any offense against person or property 
in said Territory. 


Mr. CRAIGE. I raise the question of order, 
that the amendment is notin order. The ques- 
tion before the committee is, I understand, on 
concurring with the Senate’s amendment, (in 
which the Committee of Ways and Means rec- 
ommend a concurrence,) which is to strike out 
the proviso, This proposition is, I understand, 
to substitute it for the other. If, then, this 
amendment’ sliould be’ adopted, we will have a 
proviso without anything on which to rest it. 

The CHAIRMAN: e Chair is informed, 
and also remembers, that but a few days ago the 





' fidence in it, Tassure’you. Revert 


August 13, 


same tion was before the Howse, and it 
deci to be in order. The Chair, theref, 
holds the amendment to be in order. 44 

Mr. PENNINGTON. It is not my 
Mr. Chairman, to debate this amendment i. 
have passed the stage of argument. Action 
firm, persistent, and decisive action—iy what j 
now demandgd. We have no time for more if 
indeed’, more were needed. All the grave oc 
tions involved in the amendment, in all its cn 
ings, have been fully and elaborate] discussed 
here, and happily, I trust, for the right, are wel) 
understood throughout the length and breadth of 
the country. 

I hold, sir, that the body calling itself the Ty,. 
ritorial Legislature of Kansas, lately convened at 
Shawnee Mission, was a spurious and fraudy. 
lent assembly, imposed by lawless and wicked 
invaders; that its enactments are nullities, ang 
that they ought to be so regarded and declared jy 
the interests of truth, liberty, and justice, | hold 
that every effort to enforce these enactments js 
an abetment of wrong, usurpation, and tyranny 
I hold that all the indictments and arrests i; 
treason in that Territory are so many acts of bald 
persecution. I hold that the whole course of 
action of the usurped authority in Kansas and 
of the national Administration, in regard to 
it, has been directed to the encouragement and 
maintenance of a reign of terror in that Terr}. 
tory, with the avowed purpose of making it q 
slave State in defiance of the will of its people, 
and of the principle of self-government, falsely 
attributed to the Kansas-Nebraska act, and that 
rapine, arson, and murder are allowed to stalk 
abroad undisturbed as a part of a premeditated 
and odious system of oppression and intimida- 
tion. With that end in view, I hold that the 
officers appointed by the President, and holding 
their commissions at his will, have flagrantly 
and corruptly prostituted their places and powers 
in furtherance of these outrages. Sir, all these 
things, and more, are proved in the documents 
before the House, and accessible to all of us, 
Not one of them can be truthfully gainsayed. 
Will this House make itself a party to such in- 
famous fraud and tyranny? If so, let it reject the 
amendment, and consent to an unconditional ap- 
propriation of the means to sustain them.. For 
one, sir, I will never agree to it. No, sir, never. 

Mr. LETCHER. It seems to me, Mr. Chair- 
man, that this is rather an extraordinary prop- 
osition to be offered as an amendment. The 
gentleman states that this is a mere bogus Legis- 
lature in Kansas, and that it is absurd to talk 
about treason in connection with the violation of 
the laws passed by such a legislative body. Well, 
now, if this be so—if it be so plain that no treason 
has been committed by these parties, that no 
violation of any legal enactment has taken place, 
then it seems to me that it is not necessary for 
Congress to legislate for the purpose of discharg- 
ing the parties from imprisonment, or relieving 
them from punishment. If no law has been vio- 
lated, they will be discharged whenever this 
matter comes to trial. If a law has been violated, 
if these men have attempted to subvert the Gov- 
ernment, if they have disregarded) the laws of the 
land, then it seems to me that they ought to be 
punished, and that this: House is very poorly 
employed in seeking to nullify the laws by its 
legislative enactment, to screen them. 

Sir, if these laws are void, why have not these 
gentlemen come forward and. passed.a bill repeal- 
ing them? Why is it, that, instead of presenting 
a bill to repeal them,.and to declare them void, 
they come forward here with a proviso of this 
sort annexed to an appropriation bill, which pre- 
sents no distinct issue on which this House can 
vote, and settle and decide the question? Sir, | 
should like to know of the gentleman. from New 
Jersey, whether he and his.friends are afraid of 
the courts of the country? 

Mr, PENNINGTON. Lam afraid of the courts 
of the Territory of Kansas. That I have no 
hesitation in sayin 

Mr. LETCHE 
genilonign and bis friends Aca aleo afveid of the 

tleman and his fr s are dé 0 
srienisal court in this District; for it has been . 


a short time sin¢e that court was assailed 
Mr. PENNINGTON. I have very little con- 
developmen 


” ‘The entleman is afraid of 
Te of Kansas, and the 


gentlemen on the other side of the House. 
te 
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this ot oie ges ee ratiemelemme peers | said constitution, to Congress. Yet, for doing || Constitution has, if he be right, he He ae : 
ated agreed rae ; ‘ this in the Territory of Kansas, men are in irons | avert. I agree with this side of the —— at, 
Gov- (At this point the committee rose informally; | to-day, charged with treason, when the Consti- | in a case of revolutionary necessity, i? a. 
f the and the Speaker having resumed the Chair, a mes- tution declares that treason against the United ] right to arrest the ay a — ‘ 
10 be mgt Was receive train the Henate, by Assent States shall consist only in overt acts: ‘* Inlevying || of the judicial departments o - —_ a 
yorly Dickixs, their Secretary, notifying the House | war against them, or in adhering to their enemies, || as well as.of any others; but we have “r Se 
y its iat ae Suntan: iteimed on: ite cinta dmiente: to | giving them aid and comfort.”’ ‘These men haying || that paint where.a revolutionary remedy is j 3 
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d of dicam t. cannot. be pui || appointees, for doing only what he has the righ lation, let them in 
into tee oe cae On Oe : of the Constitution of || of the gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. Down, } ’ 
: the into under any parliamentary rules. This House || to do under the guarantees when he strikes, strikes at the roots; let them 
ba sald pe mendonans, shes the: ane eek imed (by whatauthority I know || arrest. the wheels of Government. If they are 
ae ey EDI — I gente it in es ait i. “ ss me ae are to be dismissed || willing to take that responsibility “ om ae 
tr. ; iscussion is not in o er, at } ; they know w accom- 
Tn CRT MA TS Ten ne ee | eae slated wiih, the asaborty: 10. uhoaste|l plished by: dha penpease of sive, ands tb lack 

ois The CHAIRMAN... The.gentleman is stating || persons clothed with the authority 
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of nerve that presides at the head of the Govern- |! and practiced upon them, it now stands before the 
ment, then they are the worst architects of ruin || country with a nolle prosequi in its hands for all 


that this country has ever seen. 
It now seems quite certain there will be no 


further prosecution of these indictments for trea- | 


son. 
of the countr 
It has played out its game of rule or ruin; and 
now, aher months of imprisonment, it is about 
to turn free its victims, with no more knowledge 
than it has all along had. The pressure of the 

residential contest, the necessities of party power, 


This Administration has tried the temper | 
till it is at the —_ of civil war. | 


'| Administration. 


ave driven the Administration to arrest a course | 


of misrule, which they have hitherto denied tobe | 


misrule, which the ambition of party power 
initiated, but which now threatens to ruin those 
who began it. 


make a State 


an 
usknews toourlaws. The continuing those pros- 


ecutions, knowing the grounds to be unfounded | 
and impossible, is a grave offense; the final dis- | 


mission, under political stress of weather, is a 


confession of the original error, and should recoil || 


with ruin on the Administration. This amend- 
ment is futileand needless; but the thing it seeks 
to accomplish must be done. If done, the Ad- 


ministration pleads guilty: if it be not done, the || 


— will render the same verdict. That is all 
have to say. 

The question was taken upon Mr. Grow’s 
amendment; and it was not agreed to. 


Mr. KUNKEL. I move to amend by adding 
the following words: 


And that there shall be no further prosecutions for politi- 
cal offenses heretofore committed in said Territory. 


The amendment of the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. Pennincron] referred to pending 
prosecutions; and by way of inducing the House 
to reject it, the gentleman from Ohio, the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
made the astounding announcement that he knew 
these prosecutions for treason against the enact- 
ments of the usurped authority in Kansas would 
not be carried to their consummation. I desire to 
know whether the knowledge of the gentleman 
goes to the extent that no new prosecutions will 

ereafter be commenced for alleged violations of 
the pretended laws of Kansas? But how does the 

ntleman from Ohio come by this knowledge ? 
ho has authorized him to say to this House 
and the country that these proceedings will be 
stayed? How has he received this grave informa- 
tion, denied toall those with whom he usually acts? 
How, when, and whence, does this information 
come? I demand to know. I respect the gentle- 
man from Ohio, Mr. Chairman, and have been 
willing to act under his lead; but he must not ask 
me to act upon knowledge resting solely in his 
own bosom, and for which I could give no response 
to my constituents. I will not vote upon the decla- 
ration of the gentleman from Ohio. I, too, must 
know. I, too, represent one hundred thousand of 
the freemen of this country, just as does the gen- 
tleman from Ohio; and holding myself as the hum- 
blest member upon this floor, I claim my right to 
know, when I am called upon to vote, whence this 
information, given to us in such authoritative way 
is derived, and how far it may be relied on. 
Why, sir, how is this? But yesterday this Ad- 
ministration stood forth to the world, declaring in 
this House, in the Senate, by the President, that 
the shameless usurpation in Kansas was a valid 
Legislature, and its enactments were to be enforced 
though waa free-State man should hang high as 
Haman. Whathas occurred to produce a pause— 
a doubt—a reconsideration ? hy are not these 
laws to be enforced and traitors hung? I want 
light. Is it the penitence of this dying Adminis- 
tration for its wrongs to the people of ? or 
is it the base fear of the Democratic party trem- 
bling under the guilt which foreshadows its doom? 
Let this House and the country know the facts. 
They cannot remain long concealed. If, after all 
that this Administration has so solemnly said and 
done on the Kansas ques‘ion—if, afterall its threat- 
enings and slaughter breathed against free-State 
and the merciless cruelties it has allowed 


Perhaps it could not safely be | 
done before the Cincinnati Convention! The pros- || 
ecution of those indictments is of itself ground of |, 
impeachment; the levying of war against the || 
United States is alone treason; the assuming to || 
overnment with a view of asking || 
admission by Congress cannot be treasonable, nor || 

act leading to it; and constructive treason is | 


political offenders in the Territory of Kansas, 
why, then, sir, it is quailing before the gathering 
indignation of the country, and the gallant free- 
State men of Kansas will owe their lives and lib- 
erties, not to the justice or the mercy of theAdmin- 
istration, but to the firmness of the majority of 
this House and their northern constituencies. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. It is well known 
that [have had no sympathy with the present 
I have had none with the party 
which has brought this great wrong upon the 


country, through the repeal of the Missouri pro- || 


| hibition. I said a few moments since, in refer- 
ence to the proposition of the gentleman from 
New Jersey, [Mr. Pennineron,] that I knew, @r 
had good reasons to believe, as 1 now repeat, 
that those men arrested in Kansas under acharge 
of treason for violation of the laws of what 1s 
termed the ‘* bogus Legislature,’? would not be 
prosecuted to punishment. But, Mr. Chairman, 
eloquent as may be the appeal of my friend from 
Pennsylvania, and cogent as may be the reasons 


urged, let me say that I never have, and, so help |! 


me God, I never will, violate a confidence reposed 
'inme. I only say that I have reasons to justify 
\@@fhat I have said. Mr. Chairman, this is an ex- 
traordinary provision of legislation attached to 


|| an appropriation bill, in violation of the uniform 


| usages, in violation of law, and in violation of 
| our rules. 
Committee, I am unwilling to put in jeopardy the 
| measures which are necessary to carry on this 
| Government, under circumstances such as now 
| exist. 
| I know the delicacy of my position. I know 
| its responsibility. And, knowing it, I dare to 
| meet it. Sir, this Congress has not discharged 
|its duty. If there are fraudulent laws on the 
| statute-books of the Territory of Kansas, why 
| has nota proposition been made to repeal them ? 
| Why has not my friend from Pennsylvania, {Mr. 
| Kunken,] at an early part of the session, intro- 
|| duced a bill to repeal them? Why has the Judi- 
| clary Committee not proposed measures in behalf 
| of those imprisoned? Now, at the close of the 
session, we find gentlemen talking eloquently 
| about those fraudulent laws, and other wrongs, 
| which should have been remedied, and endeav- 
| oring to ingraft their provisoes on appropriation 
bills. The appropriation of $280,000 for mem- 
bers’ books has been run through, however, in 
| a few minutes, without any effort to restrict it by 
| these provisions; but when it comes to provide 
| for the pay of witnesses who have been honestly 
summoned before the court in Kansas, or to pro- 
vide for the payment of the marshals who may 
have honestly and faithfully performed their ser- 
vices, we are to withhold from them their pay, 
and repudiate the obligations of the General Gov- 
ernment. I tell gentlemen, if they insist upon 
their provisoes to all these bills under such cir- 
cumstances, they endanger the success of the ap- 
| propriation bills, and will raise such a whirlwind 
| of indignation among the industrial masses, whose 
interests depend upon the success of the Govern- 
ment, as has been unknown in the history of our 
| past. 
The question was taken on Mr. Kunxew’s 
amendment; and it was rejected. 
The question recurred on the Senate amend- 


ment. 

Mr. LETCHER. I propose to add, at the close 
of the section, ‘‘ that nothing herein contained 
shall be so construed as to authorize the President 
of the United States to discontinue any pending 
prosecutions.”’ This isa matter, Mr. Chairman, 
of more than ordinary importance and interest, 
not only to the legislative mes of the Govern- 
ment, but to the country. It is of the first im- 

ortance that the legislative branch should know, 
if the fact be so, that a certain line of policy has 
been adopted, and that that line of policy is to be 
carried out. 

If it has been determined by any competent 
authority under this Government to dismiss these 
prosecutions, or to resort to any other means for 
the purpose of screening these parties, and of 
preventing them from being brought to punish- 
ment, then, it seems to me, itis not only the right 
of the House to know the fact, but it is the right 
of the country to know it. Whence comes this 
proposition ? By what authority is the announce- 








| United States, nor an 


| courts have acted—whenever their 


| given to the President of the United 


believe him to 
| But I hold that there is no power, except in the 
court itself in which these prosecutions Origin. 
_ ated, to discharge the parties from these prosecy. 








At the head of the Ways and Means |}; 


| Commonwealth of 





August 13, 
ment made on this floor? Give us the facts. 
we can then judge whether or not it comes front 
a party who has the proper authority to make. i 

ow, I hold that neither the President of the 

officer of the Governmen 

at the capital, has the right to interfere with 
prosecutions which have been originated ung 

the authority of the courts, either in the States 

or Territories of this Union. Whenever thes 


judgm 
been pronounced—then the pardosin hare 


Pip : tates a 

then it is for the President to interfere, and, by “ 

exercise of this power, discharge the party, if he 
ave been improperly convicted. 


tions before the trial occurs. If the attorney for 


| the United States shall choose to present a 

| prosequi, and the judge of that court shall approyg 
of that nolle prosequi, then let it be so entered, ag 

_ the judgment of the court, and let the parties be 


discharged. 
Mr. PENNINGTON. I desire to ask the gen 
tleman from Virginia, whether he denies to the 


| President, in the present condition of the prose. 


cutions in Kansas, the power to order the dis. 


| charge of the persons now in custody ona charge 
| of treason, under the pardoning power vested jp 


him? 


Mr. LETCHER. I do deny, most emphatic. 


| ally, that the President has a right to discharge 


parties charged with crime in Kansas, any more 
than he has the right to discharge them in the 
irginia. I deny it distinetly 
and flatly; and I imagine it would bother the gen. 
tleman from New Jersey to find a decision in this 
country which would establish such a doctrine as 
he contends for. 


Mr. PENNINGTON. I will quote both the 


| authority and action of Mr. Jefferson agains| the 
ener from Virginia. 


The great apostle of 

emocracy ought to be regarded asgood authority 
on this point by the gentleman from Virginia and 
his party. 

Mr. LETCHER. The President can pardon 
whenever judgment is had. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. And so he may befor 
judgment; or he may order a nolle prosequi in such 
cases as those to which the amendment applies. 
Such is the express decision of the Supreme 
Court. Pardons have been frequently granted 
before judgment, not only in this country but in 
England; and Mr. Jefferson, during his Presi- 
dency, directed nolle prosequi to be entered in the 
celebrated treason cases in the gentleman’s own 
State. President Pierce has done the same thing 
in cases of indictment fora violation of the nev- 
trality laws. 

Mr. LETCHER. What I desire to know is 
this: where this declaration comes from, and by 
what authority it is made. It strikes me that, 
if it is made through an organ of this House—the 
head of the Committee of Ways and Means— 
charged with action on this bill, it is the right of 
every member on this floor, who is called upon 
to vote on bills coming through that channel, 
to be informed of the facts which are to control 
his own action. That is my view of it. Ifit 
were a confidential communication, not intended 
to be made known, then, I take it, my friend 
from Ohio ought not to have made reference to it 
on this floor. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I spoke of no commuti- 


cation. 

Mr. LETCHER. I understand this: that the 
entleman has received a communication conf- 
entially, from some reliable source, and in such 4 

shape as justifies him in declaring to this House 
that these prosecutions are at an end. Now, 
where did that information come from? _ 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I said that my belief was, 
that these prosecutions would not be carried on. 
Several Hemsam. You said ey it. 

Mr. LETCHER. The gen not only 

said that he knew it, but that he would not be- 
tray confidence, and let the House have the ben- 
efit of his know ° 
a STANTON. J oye ee hreencag 
the extraordinary aspect whi on 
fore the committee has assumed. There can be 


no question, I me, that, if the executive 
sremiecs conta ts relied on, these prosecutions 
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= ecm nnen Samer Snta tamara naman ony ae — 
; on be dismissed; but, sir, I have no faith in 
= romises made at the other end of the avenue, 
. | will not legislate upon any such promises. 
Hi e the House will pass the amendment in its | 
aes form. Mr. Chairman, the question before 
he House is purely one of legislative discretion. 
There is no revolution init. There is no prop- || 
psition to stop the wheels of Government. It is || 
simply the ordinary discretion in controlling the |, 
appropriation of money—adiscretion which every || 
Congress exercises. And, sir, the proposition | 
may be subject to the eae raised by the | 
entleman from Marylan 
amounts to very little after all. 
does not amount to as much as would be desirable. || 
But, sir, so far from its being revolutionary, it is || 
noteven anything extraordinary. It is simply, 
that certain appropriations of money shall not be 
made for a particular a if these prosecu- | 
tions are continued. If the President has stopped | 
them, then the proviso will amount to nothing, | 
and can do no harm. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. Suppose this pro- |; 
yiso is inserted, and Canquen refuses to make | 
this appropriation for the expenses of the Terri- | 
torial Legislature of Kansas, and that Legislature, || 
when it meets, should levy a tax upon the people || 
of Kansas to defray these expenses, how would || 
ou remedy that? i 
Mr. STANTON. The people would remedy || 
it by refusing to pay the taxes. This bill pro-| 











hibits the President from using the military forces || 


of the country in executing any of the acts passed | 
by that body, and the taxes could not be collected | 
because the enactment would be void. That | 


body of men can impose no valid obligation upon || 


any citizen of Kansas. 

But, Mr. Chairman, my colleague, (Mr. Camp- | 
BELL,] in his concluding argument, is to say what | 
he has to say upon the subject of this proviso | 
after the previous question shall have been called | 
in the House. Now, sir, it is scarcely fair, when 
the House has acted upon the proviso in com- | 
mittee, that he should make his speech in the 
House when all opportunity of reply has been | 
cut off. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I trust that, if it is the 
intention of a majority of this House to sustain 
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fully reflect their sentiments; and what are they? 
n the-facts come to light and reach him, has || Sir, they are those of o position to the usurpa- 
reason to believe that treason has not been com- || tion which has taken place in Kansas, and to 
mitted under the Constitution of the United States || thoseacts of cruelty which have soiled the civili- 
—and treason is defined there very distinctly—he || zation of our age, and obscured the luster of our 
has full authority to direct his subaltern officers || national glory. 

in the@erritory to enter nolle prosequis. Ldo}| Sir, it comes with a very bad grace from our 
not know whether there has been treason com- || opponents, to ask us why we have not proposed 
mitted or not. I have not had the opportunity || measures for the settlement of this difficulty, 
of examining minutely the testimony; but so far || when again and again they have pessiatentip 
as it has come to my knowledge, I do not believe || 





— 
’ 
| 


ing their trials, if the Executive of the country, |] 
e 


voted against all remedial measures. But it is 


, (Mr. Davis,] that it || tute the offense of treason against the United 


the parties had proceeded far enough to consti- | 


offense; and if they had not been arrested, the 
offense in a few days, or weeks at most, would 


| said now, that the interrogatory,‘*‘Why have you 


at it | | not proposed a bill to repeal the obnoxious 
I cm afraid it || States, although they were on the verge of that || 


laws?’’ comes from one of our own side. I care 
not, even if the taunting inquiry comes from one 


| of our own company. Ina controversy between 
have been consummated. The grand jury in || freedom and tyranny I am ready to sacrifice even 
Kansas, however, took, as they had the right, a || the dearest friend or colleague, rather than be 
different view from this of the facts, and presented || false tothe strongly expressed will of my constit- 
those parties for treason. But, as I remarked, if || uents, and to the clear voice of humanity and of 





this proviso under any contingency, and at an 
hazard, they will do itnow. I hope no one will 
vote for it now who does not intend to stand by | 
it to the bitter end. Let us take our positions | 
distinctly. For one, I am for adhering to this 
proviso, regardless of consequences. If the Senate 
chooses to persist in their disagreement to it, to | 


the defeat of the bill, let them do it, and take the || 


responsibility. And, sir, if my colleague [Mr. 
CamPsELL] votes against this proviso, let him | 
take care that he has not to stem a heavier torrent | 
than he has invoked for us. Sir, I am greatly | 
mistaken if the people are not prepared to sustain | 
the hands of those in this House who go for | 
grantif® not one dollar for continuing these pros- 
ecutions, whatever may be the consequences. 

The amendment to the amendment was not | 
agreed to. 

Mr. ORR. I move to amend, by adding the | 
following proviso: 

_ Provided, That this act shall not be construed to author- 
ize en in interfering in the administration of justice 
in the Territory. 

Mr. Chairman, while I have no official inform- | 
ation to communicate to the House, I have but 
little doubt that the supposition thrown out by | 
the gentleman from Ohio is correct. I do not 
concur in the opinion expressed by the gentleman 
from Virginia, (Mr. Letcuer,] that the Presi- 
dent has no right to control the prosecutions in 
the Territories for violations of the laws of the 
United States. I think that question was settled 
in the treason trials during the administration of 
Mr. Jefferson. The power was then exercised, 
and has been subsequently by other Administra- 
tions. But, sir, it is a monstrous assumption for 
the legislative department of the Government to 
undertake to direct how prosecutions = be 
commenced, and when, and how, they shall be 
ignored, 

Now, sir, those parties who have been pre- 
sented by a jury in Kansas were guilty 
of a grave offense nayeew es to the laws 
of their country; and the grand jury, in the dis- 
cretion confided to them, have indicted them; the 
have been arrested and are imprisoned ; but pend- 


| 
| 
| 
} 





| ments were drawn under the laws of the United | 
| States. There are general laws of the United | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


|| those laws. 





| under those laws. 


the President is satisfied that the offense of trea- || 
son has not been committed, I have no doubt || 
that he has the authority abstractly, and from pre- |) 
cedent, to order that nolle prosequis shall be en- | 
tered. Butin so doing, I do not by any means 

admit the sequence stated by the gentleman from || 
Pennsylvania, (Mr. Kunxet,] that it will be a | 


virtual declaration that the laws of Kansas are || to stay the desolations of cruelty? H 
| invalid. No such thing. Such action will not || done so; and shall we—can we trust him for the 
at all invalidate the position taken by the Execu- || future? 


tive, that the laws of Kansas are valid and bind- 
ing, and must be obeyed. These prosecutions 
originate under the laws of the United States, and | 
not under any territorial laws; and how can the 
abandonment of the prosecutions be construed | 
to invalidate the laws passed by the territorial | 

overnment of Kansas? So that, if the President 
1as exercised this power, the gentleman has mis- 
taken its interpretation when he argues that it 
involves any such admission by the President 
as he has stated. But if gentlemen are very soli- 
citous to know what instructions have been given 
by the President to his subaltern officers in Kan- 


sas, let them offer a resolution calling on him for || 


such information, and they will doubtless receive 
from him a prompt response. 

Mr.SHERMAN. I would inquire of the gen- | 
tleman from South Carolina, what law or pro- | 
vision of law it is against which these men are | 
alleged to have committed treason? 

Mr. ORR. I have not investigated the subject | 
closely, but have stated already that these indict- | 


States defining and punishing the crime of trea- 
son, and these indictments have been framed | 


Mr. GALLOWAY. Mr. Chairman, we are | 


asked by the other side, why we have not at an || 


earlier day moved measures for the abolition of the | 
obnoxious laws of the usurping Legislature of | 
Kansas? In reply, I will state that this House has | 
passed substantial measures for the abrogation of | 

The bill of the gentleman from In- | 
diana [Mr. Dunn] provided for the inaugura-4 
tion of a new government in that Territory, and | 
the virtual abolition of those infamous laws; but | 


| not one of the Opposition voted for that pacific | 


measure. Yet we are asked why we have not | 
moved in this matter? We hate moved and en- | 
ergetically acted for the relief of the oppressed in | 
Kansas, and have in every effort met a stubborn | 
and stern resistance from the friends of the Ad- | 
ministration. But will the gentlemen of the other | 
side promise to concur in any action for the re- | 
demption of the oppressed and imprisoned in that | 
Territory? Dothey pretend to sympathize with 
those who have been crushed and confined for 
loving freedom too ardently? No, sir, they tell | 
us they will not vote for any law making void the | 
usurpations of that mock Legislature of Kansas. 

Mr. Chairman, we are now reduced to the 
hard alternative of the present proceeding. We | 
have been driven by this Administration to take 
our position on the appropriation bills—and there 
erect our fortress of freedom. There is no other 
method for protecting not only the rights of the 
people of , but the rights of the people 
whom we represent. They sent us here to vote | 
appropriations of money from the Treasury for 

e support of an honest Government; but thus 
would scorn and repudiate us if we voted a single 
dime to establish a reign of terror and of ees 
As the representatives of our people we sh 





|| just transpired. 


freedom. 

We are told that the President, or somebody 
else, contemplates a suspension of these pretended 
Kansas laws, and the release of those sweltering 
in prison. Are we to be content with the prom- 
ises of this covenant-breaking Administration? 
Why has not the President mercifully interposed 

He has not 


Has he not taken his usual rest and 


|| recreations, although his ears have again and 


| again been saluted with the mournful tale of the 
| wrongs and outrages perpetrated upon the inno- 
| cent and unoffending on the plains of Kansas? 
| Has he not exhibited a strange insensibility of 
| feeling,whilst horrid crime has stalked unrebuked 
| upon American soil? Domitian amused himself 
| with killing flies while his people groaned; and 
| Nero fiddled while Rome was burning. Has not 
| our country furnished a parallel in the cold, heart- 
| less indifference of our Executive? We are told 
| that these prosecutions are to be suspended. We 
| have no meliable information of that fact. Weare 
oppressed with anxiety in this crisis of our na- 
| tional affairs; and yet we are told that there is 


'| a remedy which cannot, in this hour of our great 


| necessity, be given. We are asked by my col- 
league to believe that there is some to us un- 
known, invisible power to suspend the further 
execution of these Kansas laws, and take from 
| prison those bold brave men who have been in- 
carcerated for daring to be freemen. If there be 
| such power, why has it not been exercised be- 
| fore? Why has the President in this day of trib- 





|| ulation coolly looked down from his throne of 


power, and refused toaid the representatives of the 
people, who have been earnestly struggling to give 
safety and comfort to our fellow-countrymen in 
Kansas? Why has he fanned, when he might 
have repressed, the flames of angry controversy ? 
Why bas he struck with dismay the national 

heart, and surrendered our own American men 
and women to be prosecuted, pillaged, and mur- 
dered, when he might at any moment heve saved 
our nation from the disgrace which has been 


i inflicted upon it, and preserved the people of Kan- 


sas from the unspeakable calamities which have 
fallen upon them. Ah, Mr. Chairman, the doors 
| of the prison-house will be opened, and the cap- 
| tives will be set free; but deliverance will come, 
because there is a higher intelligence than that 
which graces the presidential mansion—an intelli- 
gence which will confound the stupidity and evil 
counsels which have recently and lamentably 
prevailed in the administration of our Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. ORR, by unanimous consent, withdrew his 
amendment. : 

Mr. H.MARSHALL. I offeranamendment 
pro forma, to insert, asan addendum to the section 
under consideration, the words: *‘ this restriction 
shall terminate on the 4th of March next.”’ 

I want an aes to submit one or two 
observations only, in view of the facts that have 
I want to say that the friends 
of the Union—the lovers of peace—can breathe 
freer and deeper now than for months past. The 
spectacle presented by those parties which esteem 

emselves the great parties of this country, is 
novel, striking, and wonderful. Their great 
sectional quarre] seems to have been_somehow 
adjusted, and the news comes to us under such 
auspices as to deserve, as ft will no doubt attract, 
instant public attention. I thought | foresaw 
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how this question was coming to a point when, 
a few days since, the Republicans failed to 
screw their courage to the point of adding the 
restoration of the Missouri _—— to the 
supply bill, when it was offered by the member 
from lalate: [Mr. Dunn.] That measure then 
received in this Chamber only forty-five votes to 
one hundred and ten against it! hat was the 
only point on which the Republican party was 
originally built; and that time was the only time 
the Republicans had a chance to bring the meas- 
ure forward imposingly, or with a chance of 
effecting any real purpose theyentertained. They 
would not vote for the Missouri restoration; but 
in this bill they did bring forward a proviso, 
which suggests, if it does not boldly require, an 





people are charged with having commitied pend- 


ing the dispute in Kansas. Acts of amnesty, | 
| 
| 


sir, are the subsequents to a surrender of the || 


points in controversy. While | am astonished, | 
in this instance, at the quarter from which the | 
proposition comes for the act of amnesty, I am 
gratified to hear that General Pierce and his ad- | 
visers have determined to extend it. In the con- 

fidential communication to the chairman of Ways 


The gentleman | 


‘lose, Mr. Pierce 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 





langua 


ge— 
Mr. MARSHALL. Thegentleman from Ohio, 
who is the chairman of the Committee of Ways 


and Means, said he dared aver that he knew the || 


Kansas prosecutions would not be persisted in, 
and that he knew it (as I infer) confidentially, for 
he emphasized the declaration that he never dis- 
closed a confidential communication, and yet he 
did know it. Now, 1 may say the only reliable | 
source from which I believe the honorable mem- | 
ber could derive such information, so as to state 
it here positively, is the President. That he pro- 


{ 
| 


eured it from the Executive is inferential; for as || 


he does not say where or how he came to such 
knowledge, I have the undoubted right to infer | 
that, as the knowledge is indisputable, he pro- 
cured it from the highest source. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. 


relied on authority to which he would give no 
weight. 

Mr. MARSHALL. So he may, Mr. Chair- 
man, so he may; and I[ give the gentleman the 
full benefit of his partial retrarit. Yet, we hear 


|| We stood up to it too strongly for the Op 


|| table. 


| My colleague speaks without proper authority, | 
| when he says we have not legislated upon this 


|| Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
act of amnesty for treasonable offenses, their || 


I may have been more || 
eredulous than the gentleman, and may have | 


a 
| sas into the Union, which would have ee this 
| controversy at rest had the Senate united in our 
| efforts. More recently we passed the bill re- 
| storing the Missouri prohibition of slavery, to 
| which my friend from Kentucky alludes, and 
| which he says we were unwilling to vote for. 


| and for him, for he voted against us, if my mem- 


|| ory serves me, and we passed it, although he and 
, D 


the Administration party voted against it. It 
| was sent to the Senate, and there it lies on their 
They have not deigned to consider it. 


| question. 


House had not legislated in the early part of the 


|| session, and had failed to do its duty. A few | 
| days ago, my colleague united with us in taking | 


up the bill to which he refers. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. 


|| us, and my colleague voted with us. 
and Means, which he positively refuses to dis- || 


Mr. CAMPBELL. Of course I did. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. 


does. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I am willing to let the 





|| spectacle I present go before the country in com- 


parison with my colleague’s. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. [I hope my colleague will 
| keep cool. If he-will not, J will. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I am perfectly cool. 
| Mr. GIDDINGS. 


sition, | 


I said that the | 


My colleague undertook to | 
find fault with the friends of freedom here, be- | 
\| cause we had not legislated upon this subject at | 
an earlier day. We did so at the earliest day 


| permitted by the circumstances which surrounded '| ordered. 


I would be glad if he pre- | 


| 
| sented a different spectacle to-day than what he | 
from Kentucky has no authority for using that || 


it 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 





! 
i 
| 
| 


| 





| 
| 


} 


| where my colleague is, when they see him stand- | 


ing with the Opposition, and acting with the Op- 
| position, in every movement of this day. 


| y | 
| Mr.CAMPBELL. Will my colleague permit || priation bills the foundation for mat peg 


| me to say that, but a moment ago 
Mr. GIDDINGS. My colleague will bear in 
| mind that, when I have desired to express my 
| sentiments on former oceasions, he has gagged 
| me with the previous question. He has threat- 
| ened to do the same thing when this bill comes 
| in the House. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Will my colleague allow 


me? 





|| Mr. GIDDINGS. If my colleague will not 


call the previous question on these amendments 


|| when we get into the House, but will give me one 


hour. 


from the gentleman, whose position here is in|} Mr. CAMPBELL. One hour or ten hours, 
peculiar relation to the House and the Govern- || here or elsewhere; and, # my colleague will yield 
ment, that he knows the friends for whose safety || to me for a moment, | will say that, during seven 
the Republicans have been so solicitous will not || long years of service in this Hall, I have never 
be hurt, and that they are not in any great danger. | 

The northern gentlemen are, no doubt, comforted || he has repeatedly refused me the same courtesy. 
by this information; and surely those whe have Mr. GIDDINGS. 





been the especial champions of southern rights 
must feel a glow of pride at the glorious conclu- } of the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
sion of their labors in the Kansas affair? The 1 when, acting in opposition to the majority of this 
fellows who went to Kansas to make her “ free || "House, he has had the privilege of the floor, he 
Kansas,’’ and who established the Topeka con- || has called the previous question, and permitted 
stitution indefiance of the Government, are all to || no man to be heard in reply to his attacks upon 
be let off there by the Jdministration, and we are || the Republican party. 

not to have any restoration of the Missouri com- || Mr. CAMPBELL. Ihave always allowed m 
promise put on the statute-book here! May we | colleague to be heard, and never made an at 
not, from the North and the South, cry out |! on the Republican party. 


My colleague had better | 
| keep cool. He must remember that when, as head | 


‘** Eureka!” “ Bureka!’? We have found it. We | 
have settled the grand dispute. We are now | 
ready to go onward. Let the country mark it | 
well, Mr. Chairman, this is ‘a felicitous day’’ 
in the calendar. I hope the country will now be 
reatly to do its duty to itself. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. It is not my intention to 
ee the five minutes allotted by the rules of 
the House. a | rise, firstly, to congratulate the 


a that the ntatives of the people of 
these United States are once more able to make 
their voice potent at the other end of the avenue. 
Sir, I thank my God that he has permitted me to 
see the: time ornare: ae rightful 
itaries'of power, assert their rights, when their 
Representatives on this floor stand in their 
, tion quails before 

The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Mar- 
sHaALL) and my (Mr. Campset) bave 
imputed to the icans a want of action on 
this subject at an earlier day. Sit, early in‘ the 
seseion we passed a bill for the admission of Kan- 





Mr. GALLOWAY. I call my colleagues to 





order. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. I do not’ misrepresent my 
‘colleague. I speak of historical facts; the record 


shows them. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. If thére is to be any con- 
flict between my colleague and myself, it must 
be'on fair and equal terms, here, or elsewhere. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. My friend should leave out 
twe'** elsewhere,”’ when speaking to me. 
laughter. 

r. CAMPBELL. Oh, no; I meat of course’ 
in debate. My colleague and I are both’ peace 


men. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. | My otily intention, when I 
rose, was to set gentlemen right, and remind the 
country that this House has sent to the Senate a 
bill to admit Kansas into the Union, which’ 
would Keve put this whole controversy at rest if 

te by that body. They re to agree’ 

to this billy arid’ we then’ sent them a bill to reor’ 
ganize the Territory and to réstore the Missourt 
' prohibition, and they refused’ to azt on that. My 


[Great’ 





refused to yield him the floor when I had it, but | 





|| with me ought to pass. 





|| the duty of Congress to pass it. 


eet 
colleague knew these facts when he % 
sinuation to-day, that we had failed to Teeny 
upon this question at an early day, and attem = 
to justify his opposition to our amendment 
this bill, by charging us with dereliction of gy. 
on this subject. “y 
The question was taken upon Mr. M 
amendment; and it was not agreed to, 
Mr.CRAIGE. I move that the committee ti 
for the purpose of enabling me to offer a hare 
tion, which I think the committee will staan 


ARSHALL’s 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I rise to a que 
tion of order. Itis not in order to give notice of 
a resolution here. . 

Mr. CRAIGE. I ask that it may be read fo 
information. , 

Mr. CAMPBELL. It is not in order to TO. 
pose to rise for that purpose. (Cries of « Hom 
it!’? Hear it!’’] 

The resolution was read; and is as follows; 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to furnish this House with all the information uit 
his pessession in regard to the dismissal of the prosecutions 
for treason in Kansas Territory, if such dismissal has been 


The question was taken; and the committee 
refused to rise. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
ing amendment: 


Pfovided, That nothing hereby enacted shall be so con. 


strued as to prevent future prosecutions for treason ig 
Kansas. 


I offer the follow. 


The bill which is now under consideration, jg 
a bill providing for the expenses of the legisla. 


|| tive, executive, and judicial departments of the 


SRS I j i 
The countty will judge | Governmen rat being the object of the bill, 


and that bill being absolutely necessary for the 
preservation of the Government, I say that itis 


I go further, | 
say that we have no right to make these appro. 


this body into a court of appeal or of revision. 

say that this House has no right whatsoever to 
impose conditions, and thus arrogate to them- 
selves the duties of another branch of this Goy- 
ernment. Do~gentlemen not perceive that when 
they undertake, by means of these bills, to getrid 
of prosecutions in Kansas, they are actually 
claiming the right to exercise judicial functions? 


|| Do they not also see, that when they claim the 


right to make these bills the means of getting 
rid of these judicial inquiries there, they ure cast- 
ing a reflection upon themselves and upon the 
courts of the country, that persons implicated in 
crimes in this community are not able to obtain 
a fair and impartial trial? Gentlemen may say 
that that is not to be obtained in Kansas; but 
then they know well the various precautions 
that the law interposes for the purpose of gettin 
rid of partiality. They have, as a last appeal, 
the Supreme Court of the United States—the 
highest tribunal in the country, and perheps the 
most impartial, learned, and able in the world. 

I ask gentlemen on this floor whether, if the peo- 
ple of Kansas submit to inconvenience and expense 


|| and oppression—as the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
|| vania says—in defending themselves in the subor- 


dinate courts, they cannot, for the sake of the 
country, bear these inconveniences and oppres- 
sions, and take the revision of the Supreme Court? 
Is the gentleman afraid totrust the Supreme Court? 
I presume not. Yet such is the necessary con- 
sequence, if this course be persisted in. While! 
Geny to this House the power of attaching these 
conditions to appropriation bills, I at the same 
time except to any interference by the Executive 
with the action of this body, And I take occa- 
sion to express my profound t, if it is 80, 
that the Executive of the United States has under- 
took to influence the action of this body by the 

romulgation of any purpose he may entertain. 
But I do not believe—and I say it here in the face 
of the country—that the President of the United 
States would stoop—I may say officially—to 1n- 
fluence the action of this body in regard to the 


duties confided to it. 
* Mr. onkied iA . Mr. Chairman, I desire 
i he ae ee en ae ehich be 
inia . Smiru,] and upon whic 
Hind submitted ae nash nos send. 
The amendipens me ees as aloes: 19 
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: —— Soe 
qr. CUMBACK. Mr. Chairman, the other 
Je of the House seems to be divided in opinion 

a to these prosecutions, and a disposition is 
ai nifested by some to take to themselves credit 
chat these indictments for treason there are now 
‘be nol. prossed. 

Several Memsers. Who are they? 
Mr. CUMBACK. Tunderstood the gentleman || 
from South Carolina [Mr. O@r] to say that in } 


| 
h | 





to 


lle 
ms ORR. The gentleman misunderstood me || 
entirely. I did not express any opinion on the 
point at a s 
Mr. CUMBACK. I understood the gentle- || 
man (Mr. — to say that perhaps the President | 
now entertaine 
son had been committed by the men who formed 
the free-State constitution in Kansas. 
Mr. ORR. I did not express my opinion as || 
coming from the President. 
Mr. CUMBACK. Well, I so understood the | 
entleman from South Carolina; and understood || 
Sin further to say that he had doubts whether || 
treason had ever been committed by these men | 
now in prison there charged with that crime. 
Mr. ORR, I did, so far as I myself was con- 
cerned. I haveynot investigated the testimony 
closely; but so far as I have investigated I do not 
believe that treason, according to the Constitu- || 
tion, has been committed. 





; 


Mr. CUMBACK. Well, that is a hopeful i any opinion in reference to the guilt of persons charged 


indication, and I doubt not that others on the | 
same side of the House will soon, if not now, be 
of the same opinion. Be that as it may, enough 
has transpired in this debate to-day, to let us | 
know that the President of the United States has | 
suddenly become awaked on this subject, but not | 
until these gallant men, who dared to maintain 
their rights, and defend the cause of freedom, 
and resist usurpation and outrages, have for four | 
‘ang months been confined in prison and with 
chains, some in tents, sweltering under the burn- 
ing sun, guarded by soldiers and a posse composed | 
of non-resident hirelings. These men thus con- | 
fined, subjected to the taunts and insults of bitter 
enemies, deprived of every comfort, will no doubt | 
be fully consoled when they learn that, duringall | 
this long time, the President has been looking dil- | 
igently after their interest, and the hint is to-day | 
dropped, that he will at the end conclude—I know 


not how soon—that they have been confined with- |) 


out any cause whatever. This will notavail him | 
and his political friends now, while I confess I | 
am rejoiced to hear that these men are to be re- | 
leased. 
. Sir, he knew all the facts before these prosecu- | 
tions were commenced: yea, more; he incited and 

brought about these prosecutions by his special | 
message of the 24th of January, on Kansas af- | 
fairs, where he takes the express grounds that | 
the attempt to organjze the government in Kan- | 
sas under the free-State constitution made at To- | 
peka, would be ** treasonable insurrection,’’ and 
would be treated accordingly by the Executive. 
For that message, and for that position then as- 
sumed by him, and afterwards embodied in his 


proclamation, he has received the congratulations || five years. But I protesta 


and hearty commendations of his political friends 


——— = 


1} . . 
| As the impression may be attempted to be cre- 


|| with a heart so base as to have rendered a judg- | 





———————— 


a a ee ee 
be so construed as to prevent future prosecutions. | may. Thecountry must judge which side of the 
I regard that as significant, when taken in con- |} House is responsible. I shall take care of my 
nection with the hints that the President intends || own individual responsibility upon this subject. 
to dismiss these cases, whether our amendments | Sir, there is such a variety of opinions upon 
prevail or not. Sir, it reminds me of the man || political questions that I hardly know where I 
who, when about to die, remembered that he had || Cree HLaughter.} I only know that I shall 
a long-standing difficulty with his neighbor, and || give my vote for Buchanan, and that is as far as 
had him called to his bed to make terms of peace || 1 can go. [Great laughter. } 

with him. The neighbor came, and all was for- ||. Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. This is a very 
given, and peace made; but as the neighbor started || important bill, and it ought to be acted upon 
out of the door to leave his sick friend, he was || speedily. This one exciting topic contained i 
called back, and the sick man says, ‘* See here, || the amendment of the Senate has perhaps been 
neighbor, if I die, this arrangement is to stand; || a8 fully discussed as would be profitable. There 
but if I get well, matters are to stand as they did || is but one other interesting amendment from the 
before.”” [Laughter.] So with the President and || Senate, and that was very fully discussed some 


some doubt as to whether trea- || the Democratic party in their dying bed: they || time since, namely, the book amendment; and [ 


propose to make peace with the people by dis- 
missing these prosecutions at this late day; but 
the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia 
plainly says that, if they survive November, and 
elect their candidate for the Presideney, this dying 
arrangement is to be null and void; but if they || 
die at that time, it is to stand. 
On those conditions I think the dismissals will Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Harnts, of 
be permanent. [{Applause.] || Illinois, and SHerman, were appointed. 
The question was taken on Mr. Smitn’samend- || The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ment, and it was rejected. ported—ayes 86, noes 49. 
Mr. SEWARD. | offer the following amend- || The motion was agreed to. 
ment: || So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
It not being the intention of this Congress to express || resumed the chair, Mr. Wasusury, of Maine, 
nm re reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
with treason in Kansas, leaving the question to be settled | state of the Union had, according to order, had 
| hy the judicial authority of the country. || the Union generally under consideration, and 


ipre | particularly the Senate amendments to the bill 
ated, Mr. Chairman, that the South desires the || making appropriations for the legislative, exec- 


| conviction of persons charged with treason in || ytive, and judicial departments of the Govern- 
| Kansas, right or wrong, I take the liberty of say- |} ment, and had come to no resolution thereon. 

| ing that no such feeling, as far as I know, is en- || " 

| tertained by the southern people. And I state here, || ENROLLED SILLS. 


| sir, that if the question had been presented fairly || _ Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on Enrolled 


| now propose, therefore, for the purpose of insur- 

ing a speedy action upon the bill, to move that the 

| committee rise, for the purpose of going inte the 

House and terminating this five-minutes debate, 
I make that motion. 

Mr. MATTESON demanded tellers upon the 


}| motion. 


|| to the southern people, so as that the legal prin- || Bills, reported that the committee had examined 


| ciples involved might have been investigated, to || and found truly enrolled bills of the following 
| determine whether these parties were or were not || titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

guilty of treason, there is not a man at the South An act granting a pension to Morris Powers; 

‘ ; An act granting a pension to Mrs. Olivia W. 
| ment improperly against these people. I do not || Cannon, widow of Joseph S. Cannon, late a mid- 
| hesitate to say that I have always—in the language shipman in the United States Navy, now deceased ; 


of the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. se ae act granting a pension to Samuel B. Porter, 
| —entertained doubt as to whether the offense of | a soldier in the late war with Great Britain; 


| treason had been committed or not; and whenever || An act to increase the pension of Amaziah 
that issue is presented to me I will come up and || Goodwin, of the State of Maine; 

| meet it with a sense of the responsibility which An act to increase the pension of Alpheus 7, 
| belongs to so grave a question. '| Palmer, late a lieutenant in the ninth regiment 
Mr. CARLILE. Vill the gentleman from || United States infantry ; 

_ Georgia allow me to ask him a question? | An act restoring Joshua Mercer to the roll of 

| Mr.SEWARD. No, sir; I did not come here || invalid pensioners; 

| to be catechised. [Laughter.] Isayitisalegal | An act for the relief of Betsey Whipple; 

| question which does not belong to this Congress to An act for the relief of Levi C. Harris; 

| settle. Itisa question which belongs to the courts | An act increasing the pension of Albert Hart; 


_ to settle, as to the propriety or impropriety of the Anact granting a pension to Nathaniel Mothers- 
| action of the grand juries of Kansas in bringing || head, of Missouri; 


| these indictments, and not to the great Demo- | An act for the relief of Joseph Smith; 
cratic party, or to the pay, to which I belong, || An act for the relief of Samuel Forrest; 
which party is represented by myself in the ex- || An act for the relief of Dempsey Pittman; and 
ression of my opinions; for I do not know that || An act for the relief of Amos. B. Eaton, a 


I belong to any other party, and have not for | commissary of subsistence in the United States 
inst the South being || Army. 








on this floor, and throughout the country. What | 


change has come over his spirit, that thus induces 
him to take the back track and overturn the mon- 
strous doctrines contained in his own official 





held responsible at all in this issue. [ do not | CLOSE OF THE FIVE-MINUTE DEBATE. 


deny the power of the President to investigate | 
these matters. If he believes that the crimes Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I ask the wnan- 
imous consent of the House to offer a resolution 


with which these parties are charged have not d : t 
been committed, let him stop the prosecutions, || that the five-minute debate in the Committee of 


papers ? || and bring, as far as os peace to this dis- || the Whole on the Senate’s amendments to the 
hat meant the high-sounding words but a || tracted country; but | do say that the delay to || legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation 
few months ago uttered in the other end of the || form an opinion up to this time is, in my humble || bill, be closed when their consideration shall be 


Capitol by the leader ofthe Administration party, || judgment, in most decidedly bad taste. (Cries 


that its policy would be to require submission to 
the laws and constituted authorities in Kansas, 
‘‘to reduce to subjection those who resist them, 
and to punish rebellion and treason??? What, sir, 
has so suddenly brought this party, that talked 
80 vauntingly of * sablection;’ to such a sudden 
halt? Sir, t question suggests the answer. It 


is the seathing indignation of the people, that is || propositions must be ingrafted upon all our 

teat - bills, 1 am for defeating the bills, and 
the outraged but not yet subjected North, that || letti 
lad: to see that it will || I wi 


borne to us on every breeze from all 


has done this; and I am 
do the work, and relieve these men. 

At this point the amendment of the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Smrru] is unfortunate, What 


does it mean? We-are about to stop supplies for 
that Territory uiitil these prosecutions are dis- 
missed; but the gentleman from Virginia wishes 


to provide that nothing in our proceedings shall || to it, I never shall, be the consequences what they 





again resumed. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move to suspend the 
rules for the purpose stated. 

The question was taken; and the rules were 
suspended—two thirds voting in the affirmative. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I call for the previous 
question on the adoption of the resolution. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. CRAIGE. I hope the 
withdraw his motion to let me 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I cannot. 

»The motion was agreed to. 


= Good !”’ _ ** Hear, hear !’’} ; 
ut, in, 0 not approve of the efforts o 

patie on the Repubiinan side of the House | 
to attach an amendment of this kind to an | 
appropriation bill, I think it is wrong; and the 
only credit I can give the gentlemen is, for the 
boldness of the proposition. For one, if these 





the Government go. [Cries of “‘Agreed!’’] 
not submit, under threats of this sort, to 
swallow what I do not approve, or stop the sup- 

ies of Government. I will nct be trammeled 
y any such threats, If gentlemen on the Re- 
publican side of the House wish to test the 
strength of the Government by legislation of 
this kind, letthem doit. If the President truckles 


entleman wii! 
er aresolution. 
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LEGISLATIVE, ETC., BILL—AGAIN. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Wasnsurn, of Maine, in the chair.) 

The pending question was on Mr. Szwarp’s 
amendment; and, being taken, said amendment 
was di d to. j 

Mr.SAGE. I offer the following amendment: 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be so 
construed as to authorize the President to enter into any 
secret and confidential arrangements to liberate the pris- 
oners in Kansas before they shall have been publicly dis- 
charged from their imprisonment and indictments. 


The amendment was disagreed to. 


The Senate amendment as amended was then 
concurred in. 

Twenty-first amendment: 

Insert, under the head of “‘ Kansas Territory,” as follows : 

For compensation and mileage of the members of the 
Legislative Assembly, officers, clerks, and contingent ex- 
penses of the Assembly, $20,000 

Mr.CAMPBELL. The Committee of be 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence in the 
amendment; that is, that no appropriation be 
made for the islative dinoatie of Kansas. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. The recommendation 
for non-concurrence was carried by a tie vote in 
the committee. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. But the chairman of the 
committee was entitled to a vote, and gave it 
against concurring with the Senate. 

Mr. COBB. I wish it to be known that a 
portion of the committee were in favor of a 
concurrence. 

‘The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Twenty-second amendment: 


Strike out, “ For salary of the circuit judge of California, 

,00 ;*? and insert in lieu therecf: 

For compensation of the judge of the circuit court of 
California, $6,000; and for compensation of the judge of 
the district court for the southern district of California, 
$4,000; and the salaries of said judges shall be at these 
rates respectively for the present fiscal year, and annually 
thereafter. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Twenty-third and twenty-fourth amendments: 


From the clause : “ For salaries for the chief justice of 
the District of Columbia, the associate judges, and the judge 
of the crimival court, and the orphans’ court, $11,700,”’ 
strike out * $11,700,” and insert in lieu thereof ** $16,700,” 
and add thereto the following: 

And from and after the 30th of June, 1856, the salary of 
the chief justice of the circuit court of the District of Co- 
lumbia shalt be $3,750 per annum ; the salaries of the asso- 
ciate judges, and the judge of the criminal court of said 
District, shall be $3,500 =~ annum, to be paid quarterly ; 
and the salary of the judge of the orphans’ court of the 
District of Columbia, shall hereafter be $2,500 per annum, 
payable quarterly. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence. 
The amendments were non-concurred in. 


‘Twenty-fifth amendment: 


From the clause, “ For salaries of three judges of the 
Court of Claims, the solicitor, assistant solicitor, clerk, and 
assistant clerks and messengers thereof, Seah 00. strike 
out “ $25,300,”° and insert in lieu thereof 000. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in that 
amendment, with an amendment, which is to in- 
sert, after the words “ assistant solicitor,’’ the 
words ‘‘ and deputy.”’ 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed 


The amendment as amended was then con- 
curred in. 
Twenty-sixth amendment: 
Insert after the clause, as just amended, the words : 
To purchase a library for the use of the judges and soli- 
citor, $2,500. 
Mr, CAMPBELL. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 
_ Twenty-seventh, twenty-eighth, and twenty- 
ninth amendments: 


the clause, “ For salaries of nine supervi and 
fifty local appointed under act 30th A 852, 
for the better of the lives of passengers by 


steam- 
boats, with tra and other expenses incurred by them, 
ere by out “nine” and inserting in lieu 
ereof “ten ;”? inserting “ two” after the word “ fifty,” 
it firet eccurs; and inserting “six” after the word 


Mr. CAMPBELL. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend anon-concurrence in those 
amendments, , 
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The amendments were non-concurred in. 
Thirtieth amendment: 


Strike out the following: 

Provided, That no part of the money hereby appropriated, 
shall be expended for prosecuting or detaining any person 
or persons charged with treason, or any other political of- 
fense, in the Territory of Kansas, for any prosecutions that 
have been heretofore instituted for political offenses. 


Mr. PENNINGTON. I offer the following 
amendment to the Senate amendment: 


Provided, however, That no part of the same shall be 
expended for arresting, prosecuting, punishing, or detain- 
ing, any person charged with treason or other offense found- 
ed upon any participation of such person in the formation 
of the constitution known as the Topeka constitution, or 
measures preparatory thereto, or in pursuance thereof, or in 
the body claiming to be the Legislature of said Territory, 
convened at Topeka, or any measure preparatory thereto, 
or in pursuance thereof; or any violation or disregard what- 
ever of any enactment of the alleged Legislative Assembly 
of said Territory recently assembled at Shawnee Mission ; 
but nothing contained in this proviso shall be so construed 
as to prevent the indictment, arrest, prosecution, punish- 
ment, or detention, in or by any court of the United States 
in said Territory, of any person who shall have violated any 
provision of any act of Congress, in the commission of any 
offense against person or property in said Territory. 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. The Senate amendment as amended was con- 
curred in. 

Thirty-first amendment: 


For printing and publishing one thousand copies of the 
—_ of James Madison, now in the archives of the State 

epartment, under the direction and control of the Joint 
Committee on the Library of Congress, $6,000. 

Mr. NICHOLS. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by adding the following proviso: 


Provided, That said work shall be printed by the public 
prirter, and that no more shall be paid for said printing than 
the amount authorized by the laws regulating public print- 
ing. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 

The amendment as amended was concurred in. 

Thirty-second amendment: 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 


| War be authorized to employ, in addition to those now 


allowed by law, one clerk of class four, in the office of the 
colonel of topographical engineers,and to take one clerk from 
class two, and add one to class four, in his office; that the 
Secretary of the Interior be authorized to employ in his office 
one clerk of class four,in addition to those now allowed by 
law, and temporarily, one clerk of class two, to take charge 
of the census returns; that the Secretary of the Treasury be 
authorized to employ one clerk of class three, in the office of 
the Fifth Auditor, and to take one clerk from class three, and 
add one to class four, in the office of the Register ; and such 
sum as may be necessary to carry into effect the provisions 
of this section, to the 30th of June, 1857, is hereby appro- 
priated out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence 
in that amendment, wfth the following amend- 
ments: 

After the words “ Fifth Auditor,”’ insert “ and to take one 
clerk from class two, and add one clerk to class three, in 
the office of the First Comptroller ;”’ and to add at the end 
of the section: ‘to enable the Secretary of War toemploy 
temporary clerks in the office of the Quartermaster Gen- 
eral, on bounty land service, $5,000, and that the same is 
hereby also appropriated.”’ 

Theamendments to the amendment were agreed 
to. 
The Senate amendment as amended was con- 
curred in. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The Committee of Ways 
and Means have recommended a non-concurrence 
in the other amendments of the Senate. 

Mr. BENSON. Yes; but I think that we will 
all in the amendment giving to the Marine 
Band four dollars a month more than they now 


have. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I propose that, with the 
exception of the amendment indicated by the 
gen from Maine, the thirty-fifth, a vote be 
taken on the whole of the other amendments, in 
which the Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mend a non-concurrence. 

There being no objection, the question was so 
taken; and the other amendments were non-con- 
curred in. ea 

The question recurred on the thirty-fifth amend- 
ment, in which the Committee of Ways and 
Means recommended a non-concurrence, as fol- 





The amendment was concurred in. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that : 
tee do now rise. the commit 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker hay; 
resumed the chair, Mr. Wasnevan, of Maint 
reported that thajCommittee of the Whole .’ 
the state of the Union had had under consider 
ation the state of the Union generally, and = 
ticularly the amendments of the Senate to How - 
bill (No. 202) making appropriations for the le 
gislative, executive, and Judicial departments of 
the Government, for the year ending June 9 
1857; and had directed him to report a concur. 
rence in some, a concurrence in others with amend. 
ments, and a non-concurrence in others of such, 
amendments. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I rise toa point of 
order, in order that I may not be precluded from 
it. I desire to make a point of order on one of 
the amendments reported by the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union; they have 
reported an amendment there which is not jy 
order, and which the Chair cannot entertain, | 
state it now, in order that I may not be declared 
to be too late. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 1 desire to under. 
stand what the point of order is, made by the 
gentleman from Georgia, before I move the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. COBB. The point of order which I intend 
to submit is this: an amendment came from the 
Senate striking out a portion of the bill as it wen 
from the House to the Senate. The Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union reported 
a concurrence in the Senate amendment, with ay 
amendment. The amendment which they r- 
port, is to add a proviso to the original matter 
stricken out by the Senate. Now, Mr. Speaker, 
the point of order made the other day was not 
the same as this. If it were precisely the same| 
would not now raise the point, because I would 
not ask the Chair or the House to overrule its 
former decision. The point on which the Chair 
then based its decision, was, (and the Journal so 
shows,) that it was a motion to strike out and 
insert. But this is not a motion to insert matter 
in lieu of that which is stricken out, but to do 
that which the Speaker decided the other day 
could not be done—to amend the original matter 
by adding ona proviso. That is the point of 
order which I submit. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will rule on the 
question when the House shall have reached the 
amendment. 

Mr. COBB. I merely submit it now in order 
that the gentleman from Ohio may know what 
the point of order is. 

e question being on concurring in the report 
of the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, on the Senate amendments to House 
bill No. 202, 

_ Mr. CAMPBELL moved the previous ques- 
tion. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. With a view to enable 
members to see in print the amendments proposed 
in this bill, which are important, I move that the 
House do now adjourn. : 

Mr. GROW. ill the gentleman from Ohio 
allow me to appeal to him to withdraw the mo- 
tion to adjourn, and let me ask the House to take 
up the ordinary territorial business reported by 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union? The Delegates from the Territories are 

anxious it should be dis of. 

r. CAMPBELL. I will withdraw the mo- 
tion. My object is to have the vote taken on the 
amendments to-morrow morning. ; 

Mr. GROW. I aces somes will be given to 
take up the territorial business, and let the House _ 
act upon it. 

When? 


Mr. ORR. 
Mr. ‘W. At this time. 
Mr. oe : 
Mr. GROW. One of bills is for libraries 
the Territories. 

ek RESCHEE: I object to libraries for the 
err . 
Mr, GROW. Is it not‘in order to move a sus- 

of the rules? 
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